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Series Intro:  A Really “Good Book”
· This morning as we mark the beginning of our first Reconnect summer, we can probably all agree that there’s nothing better that goes with summer than a really good book
· So, we thought we’d look at that – the REALLY “Good Book” – with today being the start of our new series on the Bible and reconnecting with God through it
· For some people that sounds like a no-brainer – and for others, a brain-buster – or even an exercise in perhaps turning OFF your brain!
· But our faith as followers of Jesus is wrapped up in the pages of this best-seller
· We have a unique love affair with it: we own multiple copies, but we too often leave them on the shelf; we bring it to church but then we forget to take it home with us;  we tell people they should read it, but then we tell them that there’s really only one “right” version for them to read, and the rest aren’t any good!
· But in all of our quirks and flaws, it stands as a light and a true path to God
· This morning’s theme is “begin” – because as with any really good book, there is a great place to start
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Reading:  John 1:1-5, 14 (NLT)
In the beginning the Word already existed.  He was with God, and he was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  He created everything there is.  Nothing exists that he didn’t make.  Life itself was in him, and this life gives light to everyone.  The light shines through the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it...  So the Word became human and lived here on earth among us.  He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.  And we have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father. (John 1:1-5,14, NLT)  
A Really “Good Book”, Pt. 0: begin
Reconnect – May 25, 2008
Text:  John 1:1-5,14, 5:39-40
Key Thought: The true power of the Bible is that in it we can encounter the “Live and Interactive Version” – Jesus, the eternal Word of God, in his life-changing love, truth and justice.
In the beginning the Word already existed.  He was with God, and he was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  He created everything there is.  Nothing exists that he didn’t make.  Life itself was in him, and this life gives light to everyone.  The light shines through the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it...  So the Word became human and lived here on earth among us.  He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.  And we have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father. (John 1:1-5, 14, NLT)  
Intro: Jesus Seminar
· Everywhere we turn in our world today, someone has an opinion – and as you can see from the reel we just saw, the Bible is no different
· But even though we’re surrounded by different opinions, we’re still creatures of the Enlightenment enough to look for and give more weight to the “expert” opinions – those who because of their expertise or experience or education have thoroughly studied what they’re talking about

· Which is why, back in the early 90’s, the average person’s view of the Bible took yet another hit
· After reading the tabloid covers for many years, about extra sections of the Bible being discovered in the desert and then being hidden by a conspiracy group including the Pope, Billy Graham and the Church Lady, the media got wind of a new group called “The Jesus Seminar”

· This was a group of “experts” – some of them very well known (their stuff fills the Christianity rack at Chapters just down the street), and some of them just self-proclaimed, whose goal was to determine how much of the record of Jesus in the Bible was actually historical, and how much had been made up by his later followers

· The second part of their goal was to get the word out about their findings – press releases, working the media, and the rest of it

· And they made a huge splash at the time – being featured on TV specials on “the hidden Jesus”, in books and newspapers – they were huge publicity hogs
· One of the reasons they were so catchy was their unique system for determining if something Jesus had said was actually authentic – they would vote using different coloured marbles – red for definitely yes, pink for probably yes, gray for probably not, and black for definitely not (use Smarties)
· They determined that less than 1 in 5 statements of Jesus were actually his own and not made up by those who came after he had left the scene 
One More Nail In The Coffin

· The saddest part of all of this is that even though their methods were flawed, and they were only confirming their own biases, that by the time anyone could refute their “conclusions”, the media had moved on, and it wasn’t a story anymore

· Some people, were of course, unaffected – those that had their minds made up a long time ago either way – that either the Bible was the best thing since sliced bread, or that it was all a crock to begin with

· But the others, the ones who were still trying to make up their mind – that middle part – they were the ones that were affected – where one more piece of the puzzle was created, and it wasn’t a good one

· People are searching for meaning through spirituality – including in Christianity – but the Bible is seen as an uncertain proposition

· It’s really big AND diverse – it’s not laid out logically

· Where do you start reading?

· And even before that, WHICH Bible do you read?  The one for Catholics or Protestants?  Old-English or Ebonics?  Leather or cloth bound?  Hardcover or paperback?   

· And if there are mistakes in it, how would you know?  If it’s unreliable or just a collection of inspiring stories, then maybe most of it is filler...!

· Frankly, it sounds like a lot of work, and I think that’s probably a big part of why books ABOUT the Bible seem to be just as or more popular than the Bible itself – books like “The Purpose-Driven Life”, which refer to the Bible quite a bit but are easier to read
· And not only that, but who reads anymore, anyway?  Like, I mean, with holding a book and turning pages?  We’re not in Star Trek territory yet, but who can find the time to actually read something longer than a three page magazine article or a blog entry?

· But most every Sunday, churches hold meetings where someone stands at the front and reads out of a Bible, or at least puts some of it up on the screen, and tries to explain it and make it relevant to people coming at it from all sorts of places in life and perspectives, not to mention other, more pressing concerns

· If we can just talk to God and experience Him through nature and other people, and follow our consciences, do we really even NEED most of the Bible?  Or can we get by with reading books ABOUT the Bible?

· One of the goals of this series is to make the Bible more accessible – not just on a head level, but in terms of integrating its wisdom into a person’s everyday life and routines

· But as I thought about it this week, I realized that it starts before that – it’s not just about more tips and tricks of reading a book – because (and this is a crazy thought) what if it’s not really truly just about the book anyway?  What if it’s bigger than genuine cowhide binding and a red ribbon and hard to turn onion-skin pages?
The Live Version (Read Text)
· John’s biography of Jesus was all about bigger things – themes like light and life and love
· But he saved the biggest theme for the very beginning of his bio – and it’s what was read earlier on this morning, but let me repeat it once more:
In the beginning the Word already existed.  He was with God, and he was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  He created everything there is.  Nothing exists that he didn’t make.  Life itself was in him, and this life gives light to everyone.  The light shines through the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it...  So the Word became human and lived here on earth among us.  He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.  And we have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father. (John 1:1-5, 14, NLT)  

(Go Through The Text)
· Logos – a universally relevant term for a seeking world – “Word” – message, plan, thing, action, wisdom, reason – for the Greek audience – like “The Secret” – or calling it “The Life Force”
· “...God’s ‘Word’ in the Old Testament is his powerful self-expression in creation, revelation and salvation, and the personification of that ‘Word’ makes it suitable for John to apply it as a title to God’s ultimate self-disclosure, in the person of his own Son.  But if the expression would prove richest for Jewish readers, it would also resonate in the minds of some readers with entirely pagan backgrounds.  In their case, however, they would soon discover that whatever they had understood the term to mean in the past, the author whose work they were then reading was forcing them into fresh thought” (Carson, The Gospel According To John 116)

· Logos – a term that meant different things to different people, but described someone completely unique – Jesus (the reason of the universe AND the powerful action and wisdom of God)
· Creation – Genesis 1:1 – the spreading around of the life of God, spoken into existence – parallels to his Jewish audience
· You have this “Word” – who is equal to God, and the same as Him but somehow also distinct at the same time, which is hard to understand
· And then suddenly, everything hurtles forward to the life of Jesus – this Word becomes human and lives here with people on earth, just like one of the family

· There’s a Word that creates, and ALSO becomes human – incarnates – speaks to us on our level, not just over our heads or in cosmic ways that are far above and beyond you and me

· It’s all about “personification” – not just as a literary device, but as personality, as personal, as breaking into our carefully ordered worlds

A Far Sight From Normal

· And that’s not normal book stuff
· Books are supposed to be something to help us disengage from the real world into a fantasy world, or into a place in the larger world that we normally are not a part of

· But THIS “Word” is different – it comes to us, it makes our world and then invades it later on when it’s gone horribly wrong

· What does that?  WHO does that?  And could it be that there’s something greater than just pages in a book at stake here?

· Jesus had no end of conflict with religious people who clung to their books and couldn’t see Him for who He was:

“You search the Scriptures because you believe they give you eternal life.  But the Scriptures point to me!  Yet you refuse to come to me so that I can give you this eternal life. John 5:39-40
· He was in their neighbourhoods – their streets – their living rooms – their markets and gatherings – and available to be connected with

· And that is still true today – through God connecting us to Himself by His empowering presence (the Holy Spirit) to His Word – His living word

One way [Jesus] reveals Himself to us, of all ways, is not in a glorious vision or supernatural event, but in the pages of this thing we call the Bible. Imagine that. How odd. A book. Why not just appear to the one who seeks Him and speak face to face. No! Why? It would kill us. It would absolutely blow us away to be confronted with the Real Jesus, because the Jesus we have come to believe in is a fairy tale, a jolly elf, a fantasy character. The Bible prepares us for Him, does it not? Using types, shadows, stories, just to whet your appetite and get you accustomed to Him and His dealings so you are not totally shocked when you do meet Him. 
--Chip Brogden 


The Word of God is a Person. When you read it, do you see words or do you see Him? 
--Jacquelyn K. Heasley 

Christ is the Word of God. It is not in certain texts written in the New Testament, valuable as they are; it is not in certain words which Jesus spoke, vast as is their preciousness; it is in the Word, which Jesus is, that the great manifestation of God is made. --Phillips Brooks

· One of the beautiful things about Christianity is that it walks in between so many different extremes – it’s not just a faith of experience, but of reason – not just a life of feeling, but of thinking, too – there’s no division, no separation, one’s not worse or better – both are expected
· If we go to the Bible for a list of facts, or to read stories that we think we should know, or if we just flip it open for some kind of magic 8-ball guidance, then we’re missing it – we’re missing HIM – because He wants to meet us in the Bible and transform us by His love

Key Thought: The true power of the Bible is that in it we can encounter the “Live and Interactive Version” – Jesus, the eternal Word of God, in his life-changing love, truth and justice.

Conclusion: Have You Encountered Jesus?
· Illumination – Jesus will meet you in the book

· You can trust this book – but you have to try it – it is useless if unread

· Approach it with hope, with faith, with curiousity

· The Bible is what keeps us grounded – not about farming, but about electricity – keeps us from “getting a shock”

Response: How He Loves (Chris Quilala)

He is jealous for me

Love’s like a hurricane, I am a tree

Bending beneath the weight of his wind and mercy

When all of a sudden I am unaware of these afflictions eclipsed by glory

I realize just how beautiful you are and how great your affections are for me

And oh how he loves us so

Oh, how he loves us 

How he loves us so

(repeat )

Chorus:

Yeah he loves us / oh how he loves us / oh how he loves us / oh how he loves 

Yeah he loves us / oh how he loves us / oh how he loves us / oh how he loves

We are his portion and he is our prize

Drawn to redemption by the grace in his eyes
If grace is an ocean we’re all sinking
So heaven meets earth like a sloppy wet kiss

And my heart turns violently inside of my chest

I don’t have time to maintain these regrets

When I think about the way... 
Chorus

Chorus
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