Courage
Reconnect – March 16, 2008
Text: Mark 11:1-18; Genesis 49:10-14; Zechariah 9:9
Key Thought: Courage in following Christ means obeying Him and doing the right thing, even when it’s difficult or doesn’t seem to be in our best interests, because that’s exactly what He’s already done for us.
1As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the towns of Bethphage and Bethany, on the Mount of Olives.  Jesus sent two of them on ahead.  2”Go into that village over there,” he told them, “and as soon as you enter it, you will see a colt tied there that has never been ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  3If anyone asks what you are doing, just say, ‘The Lord needs it and will return it soon.’”  4The two disciples left and found the colt standing in the street, tied outside a house.  5As they were untying it, some bystanders demanded, “What are you doing, untying that colt?”  6They said what Jesus had told them to say, and they were permitted to take it.  7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments over it, and he sat on it.  8Many in the crowd spread their coats on the road ahead of Jesus, and others cut leafy branches in the fields and spread them along the way.  9He was in the centre of the procession, and the crowds all around him were shouting, “Praise God!  Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  10Bless the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!  Praise God in highest heaven!”  11So Jesus came to Jerusalem and went into the Temple.  He looked around carefully at everything, and then he left because it was late in the afternoon.  Then he went out to Bethany with the twelve disciples...  15When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out the merchants and their customers.  He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the stalls of those selling doves, 16and he stopped everyone from bringing in merchandise.  17He taught them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My temple will be called a place of prayer for all nations,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves.”  18When the leading priests and teachers of religious law heard what Jesus had done, they began planning how to kill him.  (Mark 11:1-18, NLT)

Series Intro: A Practical Look at Lent 
· This morning we end our 40 days of Lent series  – a practical look at the ancient Christian observance and practice of Lent with our theme, “Courage”
· Lent is the traditional name given to the 40 day period which ends with Easter Sunday (we have seven days to go), which is set aside to be a time of personal growth through self-denial and a renewed focus on God, as opposed to other distractions in life – eliminate a distraction, grow closer to God, help others in the process
· We don’t want this to be a meaningless, religious ritual – all they do is weigh people down and suck the life out of them

· Rather, we believe that when this is properly understood in the context of who God is and the good He wants to do in our lives, that it can become something that will bring us personal benefit and growth
· And it’s not too late to start – just decide today, and pick up a card at the back to help you with it
Discussion: What has Lent been like for YOU?

· This is the last Sunday of Lent – Lent ends with Easter next Sunday – and I thought that since we’ve been on this journey together, that it would be really good to talk about it a bit today
Q: What expectations did you have coming into Lent?  What were you thinking?
Q: Has God helped you notice anything along the way, good or bad, about yourself?
Q: What have you learned from Lent?  What has God taught you?
Q: Will you observe Lent next year?
Intro: Courage
· We’ve been traveling the path of Lent for awhile now – talking about personal change, and what God wants to do in us as we put Him in the centre of our lives
· But in order to make any kind of a change in ourselves, in order to see that improvement, there has to be some risk - “no risk, no reward” – and for there to be risk, there has to be some courage

· C.S. Lewis said, “Courage is not simply one of the virtues, but the form of every virtue at the testing-point” – so whatever we’re considering changing, if we want that change to stick, if we want to make that change, then somewhere along the way, we are going to need courage

· I think talking about courage fits well with Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter, though it might not be completely obvious

· It’s called “Palm Sunday” because of the palm branches used by the crowd in the story of the part of Jesus’ life that we read before the break – and traditionally, that day, which was a week before the events of Jesus and the cross, is celebrated today

Palm Sunday, 30AD
· 1978 years ago, give or take, Jesus and thousands of other people are travelling through the Israeli countryside, heading to the capital city, Jerusalem, for a huge religious festival

· They are religious pilgrims, heading there to spend a week in celebration, and they’re doing what their ancestors have done for almost a thousand years – up to Jerusalem

· Over that time this religious observance has become highly symbolic, highly structured: there’s a specific itinerary of places to go as you walk, there are specific songs that have to be sung along the way – this has rules, and they need to be followed

· And then there’s Jesus, who never seems to get the rules exactly right but is also always up to something
· Which happens right off the bat – Jesus, on this wonderful, religious experience, tells his disciples to go do the equivalent of “boosting a car” – go to this town, and steal me a donkey to ride

· Of course, the disciples protest... um, OK, they don’t – they just go and do it, and it’s just like Jesus told them it would be – so they steal the donkey, although they do promise to send it back
· OK, so that’s weird – Jesus has never sent them to steal something before – and not only that, but Jesus has never ridden while they walked – weird again

· So the donkey comes back, and then things just start happening: they make him a saddle out of some of their clothes that they’ve packed for the trip, and so he rides

· But then people start putting their clothes on the ROAD – and branches on the road – and suddenly, it turns into an EVENT – people are shouting and singing, and dancing, and there’s a parade on the way into the city

· And as all of this started to happen, it would have started to become clear to this crowd of religious pilgrims – Jesus is trying to demonstrate something – that He’s the true King of the nation

· Why boost the donkey?  Because the king, according to the ancient prophecies, is going to ride on a donkey that gets untied and led

· Why ride the donkey?  Because according to another ancient prophecy, the king is going to come into the capital city riding a donkey, to take possession of His Kingdom

· Why the coats on the ground?  Because that’s the way crowds showed their love and admiration for a king

· And why the songs?  Well, the songs always got sung by the pilgrims – it would help mark the time spent on the road and make the journey meaningful – but now they are singing the songs of a coming king and it’s not just a figurative thing – He’s the real deal, and the crowd of country folk that Jesus has been travelling with is suddenly taking on the role of his army, like he’s going to overthrow whatever pretender is on the throne
· If you’re a disciple, then this is the day you’ve been waiting for – after watching Jesus evade crowds, and duck popularity, and always give up his political momentum – it’s Obamamania!

· Jesus NEVER does this!

· In Matthew’s biography of Jesus, he says that “the whole city was stirred”, asking who this person was coming into the city – Jesus has been there before, but always as the quirky, regional prophet/miracle-worker/curiousity – but NOW, here he is

· Is he going to march the crowd on the palace?  Bring down the government?  Start a rebellion against the Romans?  Kick some legionnaire butt?

· Umm, no – he goes to the temple
· And that’s OK – it’s the centre of the life of the city – it’s city hall, the central bank, Bay Street all wrapped up into one – it’s where many of the movers and shakers are - but he just looks at stuff with the rest of the tourists and HE DOESN’T SAY ANYTHING
· I can just imagine the crowds starting to fall off – “we’ll look for him tomorrow – I’ve got to get to my cousin’s house – I need to take this phone call – I told my wife I wouldn’t be late tonight”

· And the disciples are getting embarrassed – “Jesus!  Psst!  We’re losing everyone!  We’re losing momentum here!  What are you going to DO, Jesus?  

· And still Jesus is walking around, looking at things – not saying anything, just looking, staring really, with a strange look on his face, at just about everything, until it’s time to get back to the friends’ house just outside the city where they’re staying

Holy Monday, 30AD

· So they crash in Bethany, and the new day comes – Holy Monday, we call it now – and they head back into Jerusalem
· OK, NOW we get to help crown the king!  OK, NOW we get to see Jesus take everything over!

· Ummm... no

· Jesus heads back to the Temple and does something that is really shocking: he starts to clean house, literally
· Keep in mind this is the big season for the Temple – like RRSP season at a bank – all of these religious pilgrims are coming to see it – they’re going to want the tour – they’re going to want to do some worshiping – they’ve got to pay their taxes – they’re going to hit the gift shop – there’s going to be some praying – they’re got to make some offerings – the whole deal
· The place is packed with people – and then Jesus turns over a table

· Can you imagine people’s faces, looking at Him?  They wouldn’t know what to do!

· And then he turns over another one!  And now he’s coming UNGLUED – he’s shooing people out of there, animals are getting spooked, he’s shouting at people, he’s knocking over kiosks

· The disciples have seen him pretty angry before, but NEVER like THIS!  “John – He likes you the best – can’t you calm him down?”  “Peter?  Peter?  Where’s Peter?”  “Matthew, quit writing stuff and help us, willya?”

· And when He’s done, and the animal stampede has ceased, and He’s not breathing hard anymore, He starts to talk:
· “The Scriptures declare, “My temple will be called a place of prayer for all nations, but you have turned it into a den of thieves” 

· And as the head people at the Temple listen to this, they decide that this loose cannon is just DONE -  literally – He’s crazy and He has to be stopped – so how are we going to kill this guy?

Where’s The Courage?
· In the space of less than 24 hours, Jesus goes from being the prime politician in waiting to being the goat – if you’re a disciple, then you’re thinking that it’s a bad dream – He could have been King!  

· How does that involve courage?  Well, all over it

· It’s easier to be popular than to do something that’s innately Unpopular
The Hard Thing But The Right Thing

The Big Idea:

Courage in following Christ means obeying Him and doing the right thing, even when it’s difficult or doesn’t seem to be in our best interests, because that’s exactly what He’s already done for us.

What’s That Thing For You?

Conclusion: Anne Rice (courage)
· Anne Rice’s return to faith and her willingness to risk her popularity, her career and even her identity as a writer of horror fiction is an inspiring demonstration of courage in following Christ
Response: “You Are Mine” (Mute Math)
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