Why Reconnect?
Reconnect – February 24, 2008
Text: Exodus 34:5-8; John 14:9
Key Thought: The greatest obstacle to reconnecting with God is admitting that he is neither exactly who you want Him to be nor who you think He is – He is better and greater than either.
5Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud and called out his own name “the LORD,” as Moses stood there in his presence.  6He passed in front of Moses and said, “I am the LORD, I am the LORD, the merciful and gracious God.  I am slow to anger and rich in unfailing love and faithfulness.  7I show this unfailing love to many thousands by forgiving every kind of sin and rebellion.  Even so I do not leave sin unpunished, but I punish the children for the sins of their parents to the third and fourth generations.”  8Moses immediately fell to the ground and worshiped.   







  (Exodus 34:5-8, NLT) 
Pre-Intro: Thanks for coming!
· Welcome to our Open House, thank everyone for working so hard, etc.
Intro: Rubik’s Cube
· Back in 1980, this was the coolest thing – the Rubik’s Cube
· At Commonwealth Public School, we were no different – we had them in our desks, we bought little ones on keychains, we struggled with how to solve it, and our teachers hated it, thanks to Erno Rubik, the Hungarian university professor who invented this back in the mid-70’s

· How many people here had one?  Or still have one today?  Anyone here ever solve it?  Anyone want to try it here this morning?  
· [get someone to do a single side – or more – have the solution on hand too]
· The official website, www.rubiks.com, says that from 1980-1982, there were over 100 million sold 
· Here’s some useless Cube facts:

· The world record for speed of solving in competition is 16.5 seconds

· By 1982, some estimate that one in every three Western households had at least one Cube

· Frau Schmidt of Dusseldorf in Germany, sued her husband for divorce in 1981 citing the Cube as correspondent. She complained: 'Gundar no longer speaks to me and when he comes to bed he is too exhausted from playing with his Cube to even give me a cuddle'.

· The Cube has 43,252,003,274,489,856,000 different possible configurations. One, and only one, of these possibilities presents the 'solved' Cube, having a single color on each of its 6 sides. If you allow one second for each turn, it would take you 1400 quadrillion years to go through ALL the possible configurations. 

Rubiks: Everyone Knows It, But No-One Understands It
· That just sounds like a lot of work, doesn’t it?

· Believe it or not, I had a hint booklet when I was a kid, and yet I could never quite get it right – I would get really close, but have a corner not right

· And in fact, I think a lot of the people who had them were like me, too – we used to cheat and take it apart, and then put the blocks back in – others who had less style than we did would switch the stickers around on it

· I was thinking about Rubik’s cubes this week: they’re universally recognized, but complicated enough that hardly anyone can really say that they completely understand them – most anyone knows how to do SOMETHING with one, but only the very exceptional person can actually put one in their hands and SOLVE it

God: Everyone Has Their Own Ideas
· And that sort of reminds me a bit of God, actually – He’s much more complicated than a Rubik’s cube, but again, universally known

· As people, we generally feel we know Him well enough to have a handle on Him – we see Him as loving, or distant, or powerful, or impersonal, or “just there” – and then once we think we have that handle, we’re often content to set Him to the side – like a Cube with just one side completed, we move on to other, easier challenges

· The problem with that is that there’s more to God than just one side – He’s more than just a cosmic grandfather, or a judge, or a Santa Claus, or an accountant, or even a King – He continually resists our labels and categories, even if we try to pin them on Him

· And that would seem to get in the way of relationship, wouldn’t it?  Of a person reconnecting with God?  Or even potentially doing it?  Because without a good idea of who He is, you would run the risk of just having an imaginary friend, rather than a relationship with God Himself – the first church of Snuffleupagus – and who really wants that?
· So how could you and I be sure that we were really getting to know God or on track towards that – and that the God we were thinking about was actually real?

God, According To Himself:

· Well, there are certain terms about Him that pop up again and again in the pages of the Bible – the way that people refer to Him, the way they describe Him

· And it all traces back to the way that He described Himself to a man named Moses, who asked God to tell him a little something about Himself about 3500 years ago

· What better way to discover something about God than in His own words?  And so that’s the section of the Bible I wanted to look at just for a bit this morning

Read Text: Exodus 34:5-8
5Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud and called out his own name “the LORD,” as Moses stood there in his presence.  6He passed in front of Moses and said, “I am the LORD, I am the LORD, the merciful and gracious God.  I am slow to anger and rich in unfailing love and faithfulness.  7I show this unfailing love to many thousands by forgiving every kind of sin and rebellion.  Even so I do not leave sin unpunished, but I punish the children for the sins of their parents to the third and fourth generations.”  8Moses immediately fell to the ground and worshiped.   





         


        (Exodus 34:5-8, NLT) 

A Closer Look:

· v5 – Moses, the leader of God’s people, the nation of Israel, who are fresh out of Egyptian slavery, is standing before God – He has asked Him to reaffirm His promises to Moses and the rest of the people, that He will be their God, that He will help them and not abandon them in the middle of the wilderness, surrounded by hostile nations – and so that’s what God is going to do

· As He does that, He rhymes off a list of what He’s like, so that there won’t be any misunderstanding – Moses is requesting that He be their God, and this is what it will look like – let’s look at it term by term

· v6 – “the LORD” – Hebrew word is “YHWH” –  which scholars believe roughly translates to “I am” – literally, He says, “YHWH, YHWH, the merciful and gracious God”
· YHWH is the name that God uses in His dealings with His own people – with those people that He wants to help, wants to deliver from their enemies, wants to save and transform

· YHWH: the name itself is a promise – I am who I am, I will be who I will be – I am everything you need and everything that matters and everything that could be – I will connect with you at every point at which you need me – and best of all, He says it twice as reinforcement 

· One of my commentaries at home says it this way: “He is high, exalted, and mighty.  He is also near and approachable.  Indeed, he wants to be approached.” (Enns 592) – Peter Enns, “Exodus”, The NIV Application Commentary, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 2000.
· Sounds good to me – let’s move on to the next part
· v6 – “merciful and gracious God” – two pretty common words today, that don’t really mean much

· Mercy – a watered down word – but technically, originally, mercy means not getting what you deserve – someone that had some kind of power over you – a judge, a lender, someone – would instead of punishing you to the full extent possible would mitigate your situation and make it easier on you – you wouldn’t get what you deserved

· Grace – getting what you don’t deserve – mercy is getting let off with a lesser traffic ticket, grace is not getting the ticket at all when you know you deserve it, dead to rights
· He’s a God who shows mercy and grace to people – again, I can DEFINITELY live with that, even if I can’t really live up to it in my own life – on to the next one again
· v6 – “slow to anger and rich in unfailing love and faithfulness” – these two go together – if people screw up, God is slow to anger – He has this incredible patience with us, like the best parent you could ever imagine, whether or not you already had one – and He’s slow to anger because of what spills out of Him, which is “unfailing love and faithfulness”

· The term used in the original Hebrew is hesed – “covenant faithfulness” – a covenant was an ancient agreement between two parties, whether individuals or nations or anyone else
· This whole episode between God and Moses is a renewal of God’s covenant with Moses – the “deal” they have, where God promises to go ahead of the people and help them in every way, if they will serve Him and be His people

· And the deal is binding on one side – God’s side – God promises to Moses that regardless of where the people go, who they become, that He will be there and be their God – even if sometimes they don’t want that
· v7 – “I show this unfailing love to many thousands by forgiving every kind of sin and rebellion” – also translated as “a thousand generations” – it lasts and lasts – God is faithful even when we aren’t
· I’ve been trying to put God in the centre of my life since I was 13 – sometimes that’s been really easy, and sometimes that’s been really hard

· And sometimes I’ve done a decent job of it, and made good decisions and followed Him, and sometimes I’ve been the jaded, bitter person who just does their own thing

· But regardless of where I’VE been, God has always been there for me – and that’s incredibly humbling to me – He is faithful, and His umbrella of love and protection continues over me

· v8 – “I do not leave sin unpunished” – and then comes the justice part, the “law and order” part
· And there’s probably a part of you that is really glad for this – that people have to answer to an ultimate Someone – other people, mind you – the ones who do the really bad things – the Hitlers, the Stalins, the Bin Ladens, the ones who bring misery to so many in our world

· v8 – “I punish the children for the sins of their parents to the third and fourth generations”
· And this is where the wheels fall off

· In fact, when I was considering this section this week, I was tempted to end it right here, and hope that no-one would notice

· Man, where’s the PR here?  Third and fourth generation?  Uncool enough to punish anyone else for your mistakes – but that far down the line?

· I don’t like the idea of my kids having to answer for what I do – and yet, they certainly will be affected by me for their whole lives – aren’t all of us working through parent issues?  We love and prepare our kids, and we also wound them – it’s the nature of the beast
· If this is true, then our lives, what we do, the choices that we make, don’t just affect us

· Which we already know is true anyway, right?  What I do affects my neighbour, either for good or bad – my life, my conduct affects those around me, whether I’m on the bus on my way to work or driving down the road behind someone who is driving like a turtle

· We’ve kidded ourselves here in the West for so long, that we could be true individuals – that the decisions that we made didn’t affect anyone else other than ourselves – that our successes were our own, and so were our failures

· But we are more connected than that – our lives touch up with each other

· And what we do will affect those who come after us – even those who will probably never even know our names – the generation after our great-grandchildren

· Where we decide to live, how we manage our finances, how we raise our kids, the lives we lead – they create a domino effect down the line – and God is just laying that out in stark relief for us
But why do we need to reconnect?  
· That idea – that we all have an effect on each other – is part of our thoughts in naming our church “Reconnect” – which we talk about in our little tag line: 

· “All about connecting or reconnecting couples, families, neighbours, church to community, people to God”

· But what if I’ve never had anything with God – how is that a “re”?  (Look at the larger human picture – we were all good, and then we screwed it up and in so doing chose to walk away from God
· What are the benefits?  Why would I want to?
· But if we get that key relationship right, then we can bring that good into every other relationship that we have, in our busy, disconnected lives

· Our vision for Reconnect is to “love God, help people and build community” and that’s what we want to do through not only this church in this neighbourhood, but to see churches just like this become part of neighbourhoods all over our city – that will do the same, and be a force for good in those communities, too
God In Action: Jesus

· The easiest way to get a handle on God: take a look at Jesus (if you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father)

· John 14:9 – “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” – Jesus

The Big Idea:

The greatest obstacle to reconnecting with God is admitting that he is neither exactly who you want Him to be nor who you think He is – He is better and greater than either.

Conclusion: Let’s Do This Together
· Conclusion – don’t just put God in a corner, with a promise to get there later, like your Rubik’s Cube, because He will never be a meaningful part of your life that way – and in fact, He is all of the life that you have
· (don’t forget to talk to those who AREN’T saved)

Response: Indescribable (Chris Tomlin)
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