“Trading Spaces: Meet The Neighbours
Reconnect – April 20, 2008
Text:  I Peter 2:9-12
Key Thought: Moving Jesus into the centre means becoming part of a unique community of people with a mission to change our world by showing God’s love.
9...you are a chosen people.  You are a kingdom of priests, God’s holy nation, his very own possession.  This is so you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.  10”Once you were not a people; now you are the people of God.  Once you received none of God’s mercy; now you have received his mercy.”  11Dear brothers and sisters, you are foreigners and aliens here.  So I warn you to keep away from evil desires because they fight against your very souls.  12Be careful how you live among your unbelieving neighbours.  Even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honourable behaviour, and they will believe and give honour to God when he comes to judge the world.”    (I Peter 2:9-12, NLT)
Series Intro: Trading Spaces – “Moving Jesus Into The Centre Of Your Life”
· This is the final week of our “Trading Spaces” series – where instead of two sets of neighbours trading homes to redo each other’s rooms, it’s a look at what happens if a person trades the space in the centre of their life with Jesus – if Jesus is moved into the centre of your life

· The first week was a look at the companionship that comes with that – that a person is never alone, that they never have to feel abandoned or on their own

· Last week was about conscience – that with Jesus at the centre your conscience comes to life, and there will be changes that come as a result of knowing what’s bad AND good

· This morning is “Meet the Neighbours” – because when you move Jesus into the centre of your life, you join a spiritual community of people who have done the same, who share a common faith AND are part of a common mission

· What does that look like?  Why is it like that?  And what is that mission?  What’s the bigger purpose?  

· The answer is just outside your door...

Intro: New Neighbours 
· They used to say, “Buy yourself a nice house” – then they said, “Don’t just shop for a house – shop for a neighbourhood” – because location matters

· But what you can’t control are your neighbours – the house might be exactly what you want, and the neighbourhood might be exactly what you need – but the neighbours – the others who share those same things – cannot be predicted

· And yet, the neighbours are key to your full enjoyment and contentment in your situation

Christianity: A Neighbour Faith

· Based on that, you could call Christianity a neighbour faith
· Somehow, we hear about Jesus – whether through a book, or a friend, or a dream, or some kind of combination of all the above – and we think He’s great

· So we look into what the Christian life might involve, and we find that it’s about loving God and loving others – it even calls them “neighbours”! – and that sounds just fine

· But what we can’t control is the third element – and that is, when Jesus comes into the centre of a life, what comes right along with him is being part of a community – of other Christians – aka “people that should but may not share the faith in Jesus that you have, that you may or may not get along with none, some or most of the time”
· In other words, the neighbours
· Will they like us?  Will we like them?  Will we have things in common?  How does it all fit together?  And perhaps best of all, “Isn’t having the right house in the right neighbourhood enough for this all to work?” (but the answer is no)

Read Text: I Peter 2:9-12

· And yet, of course, we’re not given that option – because God has something amazing in mind:

9...you are a chosen people.  You are a kingdom of priests, God’s holy nation, his very own possession.  This is so you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.  10”Once you were not a people; now you are the people of God.  Once you received none of God’s mercy; now you have received his mercy.”  11Dear brothers and sisters, you are foreigners and aliens here.  So I warn you to keep away from evil desires because they fight against your very souls.  12Be careful how you live among your unbelieving neighbours.  Even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honourable behaviour, and they will believe and give honour to God when he comes to judge the world.”    (I Peter 2:9-12, NLT)

Ultimately Chosen (v.9)

A Unique Community (v.10)

A United Calling (v.11-12)
You and I get to invite these people to be used by God in ways they never imagined.  We have the opportunity to empower them to develop gifts they didn’t know they had.  We can cheer them on as they courageously assume new levels of Kingdom responsibility that fill their hearts to overflowing.  And we get to see the look on their faces when they realize God has used them to touch another human being…
“No,” I said, “I never really feel guilty inviting people to become  volunteers in our church.  Never.”  (Hybels Volunteer Revolution 12)
Key Thought: Moving Jesus into the centre means becoming part of a unique community of people with a mission to change our world by showing God’s love.
Conclusion: A Titanic Problem
· The various areas of our lives are separated by watertight compartments – but Jesus must spill into each one in order for us to become completely immersed in what He has for us

Response:

· Comment card on involvement dreaming – with Starfield’s “My Generation”
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