Prayers For Young Churches III: 
“May You Do What God Wants”  
Reconnect – November 18, 2007

Text: Colossians 1:9-10, 2:16-3:17; Matthew 12:50
Key Thought: Doing what God wants means consistently demonstrating His love through our attitudes and actions, whether in regards to Him, us or others.
9...We ask God to give you a complete understanding of what He wants to do in your lives, and we ask Him to make you wise with spiritual wisdom.  10Then the way you live will always honour and please the Lord, and you will continually do good, kind things for others.  All the while, you will learn to know God better and better.  




        




          (Colossians 1:9-10 NLT)
Series Intro: Prayers For A Young Church Series
· This is the final week of our latest series, “Prayers For A Young Church”
· Paul, one of the earliest followers of Jesus and someone who started churches all over the known world of that time, wrote 3 different letters from prison to churches that he had started not long ago
· Each of those letters contains a prayer, that he is praying as he writes the letter – and those prayers sum up what he really wants to get across to the church
· In other words, he’s praying and asking God that they will get the core message he’s trying to get across to them in his letter – and the message is different for each of the churches
· We’re a young church – maybe there’s something we can learn from those prayers – in fact, maybe we can be praying those prayers right along with him
Intro:  “Mixed Messages”
· I love good advertising – pretty much just as much as good TV programs!  
· Good advertising provokes a response that’s intended by the people or company that produce it – either to make you think, or to make you buy, or to make you desire something
· I found some good advertising this week – but that’s just my opinion – let me know what you think

· [show the ads from dribbleglass.com]
· Q:/Mini-discussion: Why are these funny?  Why wouldn’t you actually see billboards like these?
Mixed Messages Aren’t Effective

· They’re funny because they’re obvious examples of mixed messages – that purport to say one thing but are actually saying another entirely different thing instead

· They don’t communicate what you want (if you even know what you want) and in fact, they would be worse than nothing, because a mixed message only serves to confuse people

· Paul was worried about mixed messages happening in the lives of the people of the church at Colossē 

· Why?  Because the medium is the message – and the lives of these Christians are the media by which the message of Jesus is going to be transmitted – the only voice He will have in the city
· Colossē is unique in that Paul didn’t actually start this church – it was started by one of the members of his team – but his concern is no less because of it
· Paul wants to make sure that everything lines up – that the message that these few people are trying to spread in this city of many ways and faiths in modern-day Turkey is clear and accurate
· Here’s his prayer for them:

Read Text: Colossians 1:9-10 (NLT)
9...We ask God to give you a complete understanding of what He wants to do in your lives, and we ask Him to make you wise with spiritual wisdom.  10Then the way you live will always honour and please the Lord, and you will continually do good, kind things for others.  All the while, you will learn to know God better and better.     

              (Colossians 1:9-10 NLT)
(Pray)

Requests and Results:
· Paul’s prayer for them has some requests, which he believes will bring certain results, results that will demonstrate the reality of God to themselves and the people around them – and so the prayer is a series of requests and expected results
· First off, he makes two requests:

1) That God would help them see the big picture (what He wants to do in their lives)

2) That God would give them wisdom with regards to His work and ways (wisdom meaning knowing and doing the right thing at the right time, in the right way and so on – everything right)

· Paul is confident that if God does that, there will be certain results in the lives of the people of this church:

Result #1:  A Lifestyle That Honours God
· “Then the way you live will always honour and please the Lord”

· What does THAT mean?!?

· In the past, it was about a list of rules – which come to think of it is a popular stereotype of us today as Christians – rules-based lives, very limited, rigid beliefs that don’t hold up to consideration or the truth, no room for diversity – a clone army that thinks, speaks, talks all as one 

· Remember the billboard – “We’re against everything” - a cult group meets the Borg meets Reverend Lovejoy
· There are so many people in our communities – and maybe you’re even here this morning – who have been hurt or destroyed by rules like this, and the people who feel they honour God by keeping them

· And if that’s you this morning, then I am so sorry – it is not supposed to be like that at all, and God was grieved at what they did to you – and I pray that He will heal your heart
· It’s ironic, because Christianity at its beginning was seen as dangerous because it LACKED rules, not because it had too many

· Paul talks time and time again in his letters about freedom of choices for followers of Jesus – in fact, one of the things that he would teach those in his churches was this: “Do What Feels Right”

· What does that mean?  Paul had such a big view of God – that if God was with you and real and mattered and cared and in your life, that He would orient your moral compass, if you asked Him to

· If you wanted to follow Him, if you really did, then He would be at work in you, gradually turning you towards Him, step by step, choice by choice

· You wouldn’t be perfect, but you’d be getting closer and closer to Him – a change that would come out of love and devotion instead of fear of punishment or duty or being forced to do something

· Paul had a second motto for his churches too – and that was, “Different Strokes For Different Folks”

· In other words, their standards were going to be different and diverse on a host of topics with regards to the conduct of their lives

· The two mottos would work hand in hand with each other on all kinds of situations that they would run into as people who were exploring a new life in a relationship with Jesus

· Listen to what he says to them further on in the letter:

16 So don’t let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating certain holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths... 18 Don’t let anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of angels, saying they have had visions about these things... 20 You have died with Christ, and he has set you free from the spiritual powers of this world.









Colossians 2:16-20
· Pretty surprising, isn’t it?  In fact, it sounds like Paul was some kind of drugged-out hippie: “Do What Feels Right” and “Different Strokes for Different Folks”
· The key thing to remember in this is that he says that these rules apply to those who are wanting to discover what life is like with Jesus at the front and centre
· That wasn’t always clear down through the ages – and it’s probably not surprising that a couple hundred years after Paul wrote this, someone came along and said, “What you talkin’ about, Willis?” and started developing long lists of rules
· Paul was no stranger to rules – he had come from a religious tradition that carefully numbered them, and created more rules to keep from breaking the first set of rules
· But he knew that when Jesus had changed His life, that it didn’t need to be that way – that life was supposed to have more joy, not less
· There was a place for rules, but they were the kind that created the boundaries of living life to the fullest, rather than stifling people into slavery
· So he would point people in the right direction and then say something like Phil does at the start of     The Amazing Race: “Is everybody ready?  The world is waiting for you – good luck – travel safe – go!”
· He knew that if their first priority was right, that God at work in them would take care of the rest – it wouldn’t have to be controlled or mandated, but grown and learned and experienced every day
· Listen to more of what he writes to them:
1 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honour at God’s right hand. 2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 3 For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory. 5 So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy for the good things of this life... 7 You used to do these things when your life was still part of this world. 8 But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. 9 Don’t lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. 10 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him...  Colossians 3:1-10, NLT
· “Do What Feels Right” and “Different Strokes For Different Folks” – two centrepieces of learning to live a lifestyle that honours God, that Paul wanted this church to have as a result of understanding God’s bigger picture and having spiritual wisdom

Result #2: Continual Loving Actions Towards Others

· But there would also be a second result, and this one was clear and concrete – it had to extend outside your own circle to others through acts of love and care
· “Then you will continually do good, kind things for others”
· This was always meant to be the heart of Christianity
· If you’re looking to help people and do good, you’re going to easily be in the category of living like God is in the front and centre, and you spend less time agonizing over “Do what feels right” and “Different Strokes for different folks”
· Still further in his letter, Paul writes this:

11Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us. 12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony... 17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.      Colossians 3:11-17
· There’s no mixed message here – no crazy billboard – just consistency – integrity – convergence
· Can you imagine a person that looked like this?  More days than not?  What about a church that looked like this?

· Our vision statement is something you heard earlier: “Love God, help people, build community”

· We want to be at the centre of our community, helping, showing compassion, doing together what needs to be done to help all of us and our families

· For too long we as Christians have retreated into our own activities, our own diversions, our own smaller circles and forced others to carry a load because of our withdrawal

· What if that wasn’t the case?  And what if part of enjoying this community of people around you meant that you could make a meaningful difference in your larger community – your friends, neighbours and coworkers?

· We want to create those opportunities – and God willing, as we become financially stable, we will be able to put most of what we bring in on a Sunday into the community – that’s why we rent space, that’s why I work another full-time job, that’s why we do what we do as sensibly as possible – so that we can make a practical difference

· And we believe that a church that acts and demonstrates love, acceptance, and involvement will be attractive to those who are curious/interested in God but not actively looking

Know God Better and Better
· When you get the first and second requests right (not perfect, but in progress), then you are getting to know God better and better, because you’re acting like Him, speaking for Him, being Him to people
· “All the while, you will learn to know God better and better.”
· Jesus said that “Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother!”- Matthew 12:50 

· Imagine that!  God – universe-maker, destiny-holder, life-giver – and you and I have the chance to know Him better – and He wants it that way – it boggles my mind

· God waits beside us, like a parent, waiting for us to notice Him and then asking for our hand to walk together and teach and show us everything there is to know about life – and then He asks us to do the same for others around us
· The heart of the message is to show God off but NOT to do it badly
Hitting Home: Where Are We At?

· So if you were a billboard this morning, in that list of ads, what would you say?

· “Offering condemning boots to the head to unsuspecting people around me since 1982?”  “There’s something not quite right here”  “I feel guilty most of the time”  “I make others feel guilty the rest of the time”

· Perhaps we’re having this dialogue this morning because God really wants you to quit majoring in the minors, and start to really live instead for what matters

· Or maybe you’ve actually been living a completely different way – whether you “should know better” or not, whether you have three piece church suits or not, whether you “have the look” or not – you know that you’ve been messing around with God instead of living life with Him

· You need to rethink that, this morning – let Him straighten out with you wherever things stopped being about love and about selfishness instead

· Or perhaps you feel like the inside is right, but it’s not getting through the interference of your busy life

· You don’t know your neighbours, you don’t have time to do what you wish you could

· Perhaps today can be a time when you refocus and reprioritize – and God wants to help with that, too

· Here’s today’s big idea:

Doing the right thing for God means consistently demonstrating His love through our attitudes and actions, whether in regards to Him, us or others.
Conclusion: Strength from God

· Maybe this morning you’re saying, “This is all pretty, but it doesn’t apply to me – I’m too far gone, I’ve done too much, I can’t be fixed in half an hour like I’m some kind of sitcom” (get Gab up behind me)
· Well, you’re right – these are big things and serious business – but I also know that God can do anything

· Jesus didn’t suffer and die in place of the rest of the human race just to be a good role model or to be TIME’s man of the year – He did it to fix what was broken with us, and what was broken in the rest of reality, too

· Paul had one more request that He made of God for this church: 11We also pray that you will be strengthened with His glorious power so that you will have all the patience and endurance you need.           
· This is not easy – but God will give endurance and patience through His strength
· It’s one step at a time, and God is there all along the way

· But will you give Him the chance to get involved with you?  Or will you shun Him or ignore Him instead?

· We want to end off this morning by offering you a chance to interact directly with God

· Maybe this will be icing on the cake for you, or maybe it will be opening a door you never thought you would – but regardless, you’ll have the opportunity to take it up with Him

· We’re just going to take a few minutes, and take our eyes off the clock – we won’t take long, maybe five or ten minutes – but take all the time you need, and we want to make the gym into “sacred space” in which to meet with God

· If you would like to be prayed for, just tap one of us with name tags on the shoulder, and we’d be more than happy to talk to God with you and for you

· Thank you so much for coming this morning, and please check out our Living Room this week – we’d love to reconnect with you again soon

· But now, God, this rest is for you

Response: Time of prayer
· “Meet With Me” – slowly – and then Gab to play in the background, softly
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