Sidetracked? (safe)
Reconnect – January 20, 2008
Text: Mark 10:17-27
Key Thought: Living life to the full involves risk, and it’s the same in following Jesus: enjoying his now and forever life means making choices based on who he is and what he wants, instead of who we are and what we want.
17As he was starting out on a trip, a man came running up to Jesus, knelt down, and asked, “Good Teacher, what should I do to get eternal life?”  18”Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked.  “Only God is truly good.  19But as for your question, you know the commandments: ‘Do not murder.  Do not commit adultery.  Do not steal.  Do not testify falsely.  Do not cheat.  Honour your father and mother.’”  20”Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was a child.”  21Jesus felt genuine love for this man as he looked at him.  “You lack only one thing,” he told him.  “Go and sell all you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me.”  22At this, the man’s face fell, and he went sadly away because he had many possessions.  23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for rich people to get into the Kingdom of God!”...   26The disciples were astounded.  “Then who in the world can be saved?” they asked.  27Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible.  But not with God.  Everything is possible with God.”  


 (Mark 10:17-27, NLT) 
Series Intro: Sidetracked?
· Last week we began a series called “Sidetracked? (staying the course to success)
· As you might know from painful experience, to be sidetracked is to be working really hard and thinking you’re making great progress at something, only to realize that you’re going in the wrong direction, and everything you’ve done isn’t as great as you thought it was
· In fact, in some cases, it’s absolutely worthless
· If 2008 is going to be a year of positive change for you personally, and for us as a church – a year of Reconnecting - we’re going to have to make the right choices in some critical areas, and we don’t want to be sidetracked
· Last week we looked at how “To follow Jesus means to let people in: into friendship, community and relationship with God” – and how he demonstrated that in his encounter with someone who was off the bottom of the social scale – a leper
· This morning our series on Sidetracked? continues with (safe) – and another encounter that Jesus had – with a very different kind of person [cue Steve for “Money...”]
Intro: The Apprentice – more than meets the eye
· It’s hard to believe that it was only back in 2004 that The Apprentice began – a new reality show where 16 people would compete in a series of challenges in order to ultimately be selected by one of the world’s richest and most self-assured people – The Donald – for an apprentice position – the chance to work closely with him for a year
· The franchise has fallen on some hard times in the past few seasons, but for awhile it was just about as popular as any reality TV show, including Survivor – and even today there are Apprentice shows all over world, in all kinds of different languages, featuring all kinds of billionaires saying “you’re fired”
· Why?  Well, the idea of everyday people being given a “big break” was really attractive – we all wanted to believe that this could be the chance for someone that really needed it to be successful and really “make it” – where they might never have the chance to demonstrate their worth otherwise
· However, that wasn’t really quite the case
· What came out quietly over season 1 was that many of the candidates were already extremely successful by just about anyone’s standards – entrepreneurs, wealthy businesspeople, like the eventual winner Bill Rancic, Harvard graduates like Kwame – in fact, any less than that was the exception – which is probably why I cheered for Troy, because even though he was pretty successful already, it hadn’t gone to his head, and he hadn’t finished college
· And yet, these people, as successful as they were, with all the promise that their futures held for them, agreed to appear on a show where 14 of them would be publicly humiliated and fired in front of millions, not to mention family, friends and business associates
· Why would they DO that?  Why risk something so good?  Well, you might say they’re bored, or lured by the idea of fame with their money – but for whatever reason, it takes a lot of guts to take a risk like that for the potential of a big payoff – running to Donald Trump and falling at his feet week after week, in the hopes that he will choose them to be... “The Apprentice”
· And that sort of reminds me of a guy that Jesus met once... someone who would have been a perfect “Apprentice” if there had been an “Israel version”...
Read Text: Mark 10:17-27
17As he was starting out on a trip, a man came running up to Jesus, knelt down, and asked, “Good Teacher, what should I do to get eternal life?”  18”Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked.  “Only God is truly good.  19But as for your question, you know the commandments: ‘Do not murder.  Do not commit adultery.  Do not steal.  Do not testify falsely.  Do not cheat.  Honour your father and mother.’”  20”Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was a child.”  21Jesus felt genuine love for this man as he looked at him.  “You lack only one thing,” he told him.  “Go and sell all you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me.”  22At this, the man’s face fell, and he went sadly away because he had many possessions.  23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for rich people to get into the Kingdom of God!”...   26The disciples were astounded.  “Then who in the world can be saved?” they asked.  27Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible.  But not with God.  Everything is possible with God.”  





      (Mark 10:17-27, NLT) 
A Closer Look

· v17 – “as he was starting out on a trip” – Jesus is getting ready to leave town, and it seems that someone finally gets their courage up to approach him – we’ll find out more about this person as we go, but to start with, they’ve got some chutzpah

· v17 – “Good Teacher, what should I do to get eternal life?” – he doesn’t beat around the bush, either – he lets Jesus know right up front how he feels about him, and that he’s confident that he can get a good answer from him – he’s respectful but confident, smooth and showy while he’s humble at the same time – he’s been prepping for this encounter for awhile, running it over in his mind, practising how the exchange would go

· v18 – “Why do you call me good?” – and right off the bat, Jesus throws him a curveball – God is the good one, and everyone else has to get in line (Jesus, of course, being God, is being somewhat ironic in saying this – but he wants to challenge the wrong line of thinking he sees right from the get-go) – it’s NOT “all good” – and why this matters becomes clear very quickly

· v.19 – “you know the commandments” – Jesus lists off #5-10 of the Ten Commandments – all of the ones that involve relationships between people (the list starts with how people relate to God) – and this is a pretty standard answer, given that this whole society is founded on keeping these 10 rules, and it is one of the very first things that anyone ever learns – “keep the rules, be nice to other people, don’t hurt others” – in Canada it might be “obey the Charter, value human rights, and be nice”
· v20 – “all these I have kept” – there are a couple of different opinions as to this response – either he’s being absolutely sincere, if a bit naive, or he’s rushing past the question, looking for some kind of “key to everything” that he wants Jesus to tell him – and maybe the answer is both – we learn in Matthew’s bio of Jesus that the man is young – he hasn’t had enough time yet to either break them or to realize how hard they are to keep...!
· v21 – “Jesus felt genuine love” – I love Mark’s biography for the touches just like this – Mark is full of really descriptive words about Jesus – his actions, his emotions – Jesus really comes alive in his treatment – commentators say that the Greek word might even mean that he embraced the man

· v21 – “you lack only one thing” – “ok, here it comes” he’s saying – this is what I’ve been waiting for – it’s the secret!

· V21 – “go/sell/give/follow” – and then Jesus blows his mind, by telling him something that seems like nonsense for us in our society today – sell EVERYTHING???  ALL of it???  And yet, Jesus seems to be keeping a straight face – let’s park what this might mean for you and I and the recycling bucket just now, and keep with the story – and let’s keep in mind, too, that even if it seems like what Jesus is asking is tough, what He’s offering is REALLY good – a chance to be one of the closest followers of Jesus?  To be absolutely in, with full access?  To be one of the people who get to be with Jesus every day?  To be “The Apprentice”?  He can have it all.

· V22 – “at this the man’s face fell” – it doesn’t seem like there’s much discussion about the offer – the rich man (because here we find out he’s rich)  just walks away – and Jesus lets him go – can you imagine the disciples at all this?  First, Jesus offers the guy one of their spots!  And then, he lets Mr. Moneybags walk away!?!  This makes absolutely no sense!  Just as long as he doesn’t have MY spot, he could really help us!  We need funding!  He’s a really good guy!  He’s got all the tools!  How can you let him go?  And keep HIM – the James that never says anything? (pointing at another disciple)
· V22 – “many possessions” – he was probably a landowner, part of a wealthy class of people who rented out land to tenant farmers and then were able to have other pursuits – like a nobleman – in fact, Luke calls him a “ruler” – one of the leading people of the community by his place
· V23-26 – “how hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of Heaven” – talk about “an inconvenient truth”! – Jesus now decides to blow the remaining springs of the disciples – remember how we’ve been talking about how people figured that your outside, your status in society, had something to do with God’s favour?  Again, Jesus has turned that upside down, saying that to be rich is actually a BAD thing for you and your life with God – Jesus is not going to win any elections today

· V26 – the disciples want to know, then – is it possible for ANYONE to make it with God?  Can anyone find the life that the rich guy was talking about?  Can anyone actually “get the job”?

· V27 – “Humanly speaking, it is impossible.  But not with God.  Everything is possible with God.” – and suddenly, perhaps things get a little bit clearer to the disciples – not easier, but maybe clearer  
Back to “Endless Possibilities”

· “Everything is possible” – God can work with anyone, no matter where they’re at – rich or poor, tall or short, gay or straight, male or female, church background or never darkened the door before – it doesn’t matter to Him – everyone needs Him, no-one can live forever without Him, and He offers that gift to each of us
· I wondered whether to use this section or not, because I didn’t want this morning to get sidetracked on money – because this isn’t about the money

· Money is THIS guy’s “one thing” – the thing that is the hinge for him to stop living life his own way and start to really live it with God

· He’s smooth, comfortable, accomplished – and LOST, because somewhere along the way he picked up the idea that he could make himself acceptable to God, and that God, all things considered, was pretty lucky to have him

· If he could have given up the money, everything would have changed, and he would have made it
· The disciples had put their lives on hold for Jesus, and for three and a half years they lived here and there, travelled all over, and never really knew where their next meal was coming from – but they always did make it, and they would go on to bring God’s love and light all over the known world

· But he just couldn’t bring himself to do it

· So this is NOT about you having to sell all your stuff – unless money is YOUR thing, too

· But your thing could be a whole lot of things – a boyfriend or a girlfriend, a career choice, the contents of your closet, or your iPod, or your DVD collection, or your crowd of friends – just about anything

· “Your thing” will possibly seem very small to someone else, and vice versa – but that’s because it’s YOUR thing, not their thing

· And the thing that connects all of our “things” is this: that it’s risky to give it up

· We like it (or maybe not even so much) and it is a source of security for us – and we don’t want to put it in jeopardy

· You should know this, too: Jesus has a way of asking for things, and if we will trust him enough to give it to him, that he will eventually give it back to us, once he’s cured us of our unhealthy dependency on it

· Unfortunately, that’s a hard sell, because there always seems to be a loud voice inside our heads telling us that He will actually NEVER give it back, He doesn’t really love us that much and He’s just trying to make us miserable

· Some of that is our human nature, and some of it is the devil, and all of it is absolutely false – Jesus is real, He matters and He loves us more than anything

The Choice Is Ours
· And so here we are, confronted with a choice: do we or don’t we?  Do we take the offer that Jesus makes us?  Then again, do we even hear him anymore?  At least the man who walked away got close enough to Jesus to hear His offer!

· It seems that in our busy, distracting world that a lot of times, I’m not sure I’m even within hearing range of Jesus to be able to know what He’s asking for from me – maybe you’re the same, maybe not

· Will we give up what we’re comfortable with, for the sake of something so much better?  Or will we stick with respectability, with conservative conformity, with what has always worked before

· It’s not an easy choice – because it’s a major thing that He asks of us, each time He wants to take us to the next level with Him

· If you’re here today, and you have never asked Jesus to move into the front and centre of your life and take control, then that’s the greatest risk of all – with an amazing payoff
· But maybe you’ve made that choice, and now you know that it was a good one – I find it amazing in me that my memory is so short, and that Jesus, just like Danny Ocean, has to make his pitch to me all over again to go the next step with Him

· Maybe it’s to “come out of the closet” – to start to tell others about your relationship with Him

· Or perhaps it’s to invite someone into the part of your life you label “spiritual” (even though it’s actually all spiritual, even if I don’t always live like it) – to your church, into your most inner world

· We had a great discussion about this at Living Rooms this week – and it’s continued to turn over in my head – when is a person ready to open themselves to a friend about their inner life of faith?

· But what came to me is this: from my experience, at least, our circles of relationship are always in flux – subject to change without notice

· A friend that we see every day at work for six months suddenly gets a new job, and in two weeks, we don’t see them every day anymore

· There are promises to get together, and keep in touch – but one thing leads to another, and we’re all VERY busy, and then it’s done – we’ve lost touch, and the chance is gone

· Because of the way life is – temporary, changing – a great adventure but also very difficult to control – if a decision is a toss-up, I would say let it go to the sooner, rather than the later – do it now, even today, or wait weeks, not months, or days, not weeks

· There are always a hundred great reasons NOT to take Jesus’ offer, just like the man had that day two thousand-ish years ago

· How will I eat?  What if they laugh at me?  Where will I sleep?  What if they don’t like me anymore?  What will people think of me if I have to beg?  Won’t that dishonour God?  What if by talking to them about God, I make them want to have even LESS to do with Him than before?  Maybe God really just wants me to keep my mouth shut?!?

· The only encouragement I can give you today is this: that if Jesus is who He says He is – God Himself, the maker of everything and the giver of all life, creator of time and space and outside of both – then He is more than able to make good on any deal that He proposes to you

· Not only that, but He – one and the same – loved you enough to suffer and die a horrible death so that you could even have a shot at making that choice

· He has and continues to do everything He can to convince you of the goodness of His intentions – that it is for your good that He proposes what He’s asking of you – but only you can say “yes” to Him
Today’s Big Idea:

Living life to the full involves risk, and it’s the same in following Jesus: enjoying his now and forever life means making choices based on who he is and what he wants, instead of who we are and what we want.

Conclusion: Sir Edmund Hillary

· The only thing to push the US election news to the side over the last couple of weeks was the death of Sir Edmund Hillary, who over fifty years ago was the first to reach Everest, along with his Sherpa guide, Tenzing Norgay
· In a time before you could be famous for being famous, his feat electrified the world – he had climbed the tallest mountain, and he had done it first
· What a risk he had taken, what an adventurer he must be?  And people around the world clamoured for him and to know more of him
· And yet, even though he was a global superstar, by all accounts he stayed refreshingly humble
· In fact, the famous picture that was seen all over the world wasn’t even of him – it was of Norgay – there wasn’t even a picture taken of Hilary on the summit
· When asked, he said that he wasn’t sure that Norgay could work the camera properly...!
· And then, instead of trading on his superstar status for endorsement deals and a decadent lifestyle, he actually put his efforts and his fortune into helping the Sherpa people of Kathmandu – building schools, providing clean water
· He was definitely a risk-taker, but perhaps not in the way one might think
· Was his greatest risk to attempt the ascent of Everest, when so many had died trying before him?
· Or was his greatest risk after reaching the top, to give up the limelight instead of to live for it?  
· It depends on one’s perspective, and what you believe really matters
· We all have our “one thing” – WITH it, we will continue to live respectable lives, comfortable, with struggles here and there – we will enjoy light to moderate success, we’ll feel relatively good about ourselves
· And yet, we’ll always wonder why we weren’t more successful, why we never actually “found it”
· But if we will give up that “one thing”, in response to Jesus’ call, then everything will be different
· We WILL enjoy the kind of success that so often we only feel we see in others – whether others can see it in us or not, because it will success that Jesus tallies and takes note of
· In the Living Room this past week, Chris threw a great quote my way, and here it is, from Nelson Mandela:
Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness, that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, and fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your playing small doesn't serve the world. There's nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children do. We are born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. It's not just in some of us, it's in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others."  






Nelson Mandela

· If you are a follower of Jesus, then the full truth of that quote becomes apparent, because it is Him IN us who we are called to let shine, and to be all that He means for us to be
· Living life to the full involves risk, and it’s the same in following Jesus: enjoying his now and forever life means making choices based on who he is and what he wants, instead of who we are and what we want.

· So what’s YOUR “one thing”?  What’s missing?  What needs to go to make it happen?  And what is Jesus whispering to you even right now?
Response: “When I’m Gone” (Simple Plan)

· I want to give us each a chance to contemplate that this morning – I’m going to play a song that I heard this week, that really got me thinking

· Think about the risk that God might be calling you to take with those around you, that He has brought into your circle of relationships – count the cost of your choice, but ask Jesus for the strength to make the decision, and the help to explain it to others who might be looking on

· [song: “When I’m Gone” by Simple Plan]
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