Hello My Name Is God: Spirit
Reconnect – May 11, 2008

Series Intro:  Hello My Name is God
· We’ve spent the last two weeks taking a look at the Christian idea of “Trinity” – of God being one, but having diversity within that unity
· It’s a mystery that Christians have wrestled with ever since Jesus showed up and said, “I and the Father are one” and “If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father”

· How does trying to better understand God affect our lives?  How does the way we view God inform our faith?  What does it matter if He is “One God in Three Persons”?

· As British writer C.S. Lewis said in his book Mere Christianity,

“You may ask, ‘if we cannot imagine a three-personal Being, what is the good of talking about Him?’  Well, there isn’t any good talking about Him.  The thing that matters is being actually drawn into that three-personal life, and that may begin any time – tonight, if you like.  What I mean is this.  An ordinary simple Christian kneels down to say his prayers.  He is trying to get into touch with God.  But if he is a Christian he knows that what is prompting him to pray is also God: God, so to speak, inside him.  But he also knows that all his real knowledge of God comes through Christ, the Man who was God – that Christ is standing beside him, helping him to pray, praying for him.  You see what is happening. God is the thing to which he is praying – the goal he is trying to reach.  God is also the thing inside him which is pushing him on – the motive power.  God is also the road or bridge along which he is being pushed to that goal.  So that the whole threefold life of the three-personal Being is actually going on in that ordinary little bedroom where an ordinary man is saying his prayers.  The man is being caught up into the higher kinds of life...” (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 162-163)

· Two weeks ago we started with “Father” – centring on the idea that, “Whatever our experience of our own fathers, if we will let Him, God wants to be the perfect Father: joyfully present and involved in our lives.”
· Last week we heard Pastor Scott Wheeler from KCC in Peterborough talk about the surprises of Jesus, the Son
· And so today we come to the final part of our series: “Spirit”
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Reading:  John 14:15-21, 23-27
”If you love me, obey my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, who will never leave you.  He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth.  The world at large cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him.  But you do, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.  No, I will not abandon you as orphans – I will come to you.  In just a little while the world will not see me again, but you will.   For I will live again, and you will, too.  When I am raised to life again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  Those who obey my commandments are the ones who love me.  And because they love me, my Father will love them, and I will love them.  And I will reveal myself to each one of them... All those who love me will do what I say.  My Father will love them, and we will come to them and live with them.  Anyone who doesn’t love me will not do what I say.  And remember, my words are not my own.  This message is from the Father who sent me.  I am telling you these things now while I am still with you.  But when the Father sends the Counselor as my representative – and by the Counselor I mean the Holy Spirit – he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I myself have told you.  I am leaving you with a gift – peace of mind and heart.  And the peace I give isn’t like the peace the world gives.  So don’t be troubled or afraid.  (John 14:15-21,23-27, NLT)

Hello My Name Is God: Spirit
Reconnect – May 11, 2008
Text:  John 14:15-21, 23-27
Key Thought: The Holy Spirit fills the place of Jesus in our world today – loving us, guiding us, and leading us and everything else (back) to God.
”If you love me, obey my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, who will never leave you.  He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth.  The world at large cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him.  But you do, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.  No, I will not abandon you as orphans – I will come to you.  In just a little while the world will not see me again, but you will.   For I will live again, and you will, too.  When I am raised to life again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  Those who obey my commandments are the ones who love me.  And because they love me, my Father will love them, and I will love them.  And I will reveal myself to each one of them... All those who love me will do what I say.  My Father will love them, and we will come to them and live with them.  Anyone who doesn’t love me will not do what I say.  And remember, my words are not my own.  This message is from the Father who sent me.  I am telling you these things now while I am still with you.  But when the Father sends the Counselor as my representative – and by the Counselor I mean the Holy Spirit – he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I myself have told you.  I am leaving you with a gift – peace of mind and heart.  And the peace I give isn’t like the peace the world gives.  So don’t be troubled or afraid.  (John 14:15-21,23-27, NLT)

Intro: Miserable Counselors
· If anyone needs any convincing as to how words evolve over time, one that figured prominently in our reading this morning is a good example: “Counselor” 
· Today that word raises a couple of prominent images, with the first one being a therapist – a psychiatrist or a psychologist, someone who we go to when we’re having troubles – even if we’re in as much of a state as Bob was, in the 90’s movie “What About Bob” that starred Bill Murray and Richard Dreyfuss

· [show “What About Bob” video] 

· And of course, when I think of a counsellor in this context, the classic Far Side cartoon also pops into my head: [Far Side cartoon “Just plain nuts” slide]
· The other image is one of a lawyer – legal counsel – someone you need when you have troubles with the law
· And who better to retain than Lionel Hutz, the lawyer of choice for the Simpson family? [Hutz slide]
· Counsellors, then, are for people who are messed up – either mentally, or when it comes to facing their lives, or in trouble with the law

· Today, if you’re not messed up or in any danger of getting that way, you don’t need a counsellor

· But if you’re chronically messed up, then you need one or both on retainer

A Different Kind of Counselor

· It’s tempting to read that 21st century understanding into our section of the Bible this morning

· But John – the biographer of Jesus who is writing this and recording his words – has a much different understanding of the term, as do the other hearers

· The ancient understanding of the term we translate “Counselor” is much more – the original Greek word is Paraclete, which can have a wide variety of uses, all around the idea of “Helper” – a paraclete is an advisor, someone who is there to help you make decisions, to give guidance, to teach, to lead the way, and in general to make you the best that you can be
· Someone like this was indispensible to leaders in the ancient world – people who held responsibility based on their birth, like kings or princes, or who were thrust into positions of responsibility without the training needed to go along with it

· In fact, it would have been unheard of for people of wealth and power to NOT have advisors – as today

· But for everyday people, then and now, an advisor like this is someone that we can’t even imagine – someone whose role was to make us the best we could be?

· And yet, that’s what Jesus promises His followers as He is on His way to be condemned and executed:

”If you love me, obey my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, who will never leave you.  He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth.  The world at large cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him.  But you do, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.  No, I will not abandon you as orphans – I will come to you...  (John 14:15-21,23-27, NLT)

Jesus: The First Paraclete
· In fact, He promises a second “Himself” – the key word is “another” Paraclete

· Jesus tells them that He’s not going to leave them alone, on their own, after having been there in this “advisor” role for the past three and a half years, every day, guiding them, teaching them, showing them God’s role in the world and what He’s like, encouraging them, and leading them

· He’s going to send someone else in His place, to continue in that role with them – another “Him” – and He goes on to say in another section of John’s biography that as a result, the disciples will do even GREATER things for God

· That blows me away – because too often in my mind I imagine the disciples on their own, doing their best, and God is doing lots to help them, but their lives are so different now that Jesus is gone

· But Jesus says there’s not going to be much of a difference at all – and different is going to be better – that’s hard for me to get my head around, but it seemed to work for the disciples, based on how they were able to take their belief – their transformation – around the known world, give their lives for it, and see the result today, of people just like you and I meeting around the world every Sunday

The Spirit: Hard To Get A Handle On

· Part of my trouble is that if I don’t see something or feel it or experience it, I tend to put it in the realm of theory or “in my head”, rather than central to my life – which means that in my relationship with God, traditionally I’ve been really close to Jesus, had a rather distant view of the Father, and then never really known what the Spirit was up to, other than filling out the Trinity
· And I’m not the only one who has wondered – C.S. Lewis talks about the Spirit in Mere Christianity:
“What grows out of the joint life of the Father and Son is a real Person, is in fact the Third of the three Persons who are God.  This third person is called, in technical language, the Holy Ghost or the ‘spirit’ of God.  Do not be worried that you find it (or Him) rather vaguer or more shadowy in your mind than the other two.  I think there is a reason why that must be so.  In the Christian life you are not usually looking AT Him.  He is always acting through you.  If you think of the Father as something ‘out there’, in front of you, and of the Son as someone standing at our side, helping you to pray, trying to turn you into another son, then you have to think of the third Person as something inside you, or behind you.  Perhaps some people might find it easier to begin with the third Person and work backwards.  God is love, and that love works through men – especially through the whole community of Christians.  But this spirit of love is, from all eternity, a love going on between the Father and the Son.”  
(Lewis, Mere Christianity, 176)
The Holy Spirit: The Second Paraclete

· And Jesus considers this section of his conversation with his followers so important that he actually tells them the same thing twice – he keeps coming back to the same points so that one day they’ll “get it” – the Spirit coming to earth is key to His continuing mission
· He can die for the world, but without the Spirit stepping in to help people connect to Him, it won’t matter – it won’t be successful – like “winning the war but losing the peace” – or if you were to buy a house, renovate it from top to bottom, but then never ever clean it after you moved in – eventually, it would be falling down around your ears and no-one would care or believe that you had ever renovated

· [look at the slide – Parallel Sayings]
· Love Means Obedience

· The Spirit Represents Jesus

· The Spirit Leads To Truth

· The Spirit Connects To God

What’s He Up To, Anyway?
· He connects us and reconnects us to God, for a purpose – God’s purpose – God’s will – and what is it?

· Two things, very tightly connected to each other: first, to change us – to improve us (working on us, by being in us)
· And secondly, to help others (working through us)

· He shows us what God is doing and pushes us to get involved in it

· He is working on everyone – both Christian and otherwise – some from the outside (those who haven’t brought Him into their lives) and some from the inside (Christians, the people who have invited Him in)

· He’s working to fill “the human vacuum” – every situation of hurt, or pain, that lacks love, He’s trying to move love into them

· And His work is broader and greater than He is generally given credit for – He’s not just active in church services, or in groups of Christians, or in a person’s “quiet times” of reflection or prayer

· He’s actually working all over the world to orchestrate circumstances and situations that have the potential for the people involved to turn to Him, to be changed, to be made whole, to be made what God always intended

· Like a photomosaic – a larger picture made up of smaller ones – He’s at work on the large scale and on the small one, life by life, as well

· Too often it seems like the church has presented Jesus as “take it or leave it” – now the choice is up to you, and you’re on your own to make it, so hopefully you’ll make the right call

· But what if that’s not really true?  What if the Spirit of God is always at work, leading people towards Christ – in their thoughts, dreams, circumstances, through culture, conversations, pop music, the media

· And even more than that, somehow changing our world, too, just by being in it?  By making it everything it was always meant to be, before we messed it all up?

· Check out this commercial and see the extent that the Spirit is at work in our world [clip]
· In all of these ways and more, He is communicating a message to our beautiful, screwed-up world – that God is real, He matters and He cares
Key Thought: The Holy Spirit fills the place of Jesus in our world today – loving us, guiding us, and leading us and everything else (back) to God.
Conclusion: A Walk In The Park
· The Holy Spirit is working to bring about the redemption of all things – not only people, but all of creation – to make everything right that has gone wrong, to put back in place everything that has been twisted, to heal every wound and scar

· My daughter said yesterday as we were walking that she would love to pick up every piece of garbage that there was, to make everything beautiful and clean

· Imagine how great that would be in and of itself – walking paths, parks, roadsides free of old newspapers, rusted out shopping carts and little white plastic bags of dog poop – and that’s why we’re in the process of adopting Burnett Park here in Barrhaven, and we’ll be cleaning it up on May 20th
· Well, on a global, cosmic, working towards the end of all things sense, that’s what the Holy Spirit is doing – slowly but surely, cleaning things up, from sections of my life to somehow, mysteriously and often secretly, the whole universe – He is, in partnership with the Son, according to the plan of the Father, working as God to make all things new and beautiful and right – and even better than before

· Wherever He goes, He brings life and health and peace and goodness

· Why did we play the music video earlier in the service?  The group is called Naturally 7 – and the thing about them is that they don’t play any instruments, except for their voices

· That’s pretty cool on its own – but what grabbed me when I saw their homemade video on a Paris subway was the reactions of the people around them, on the train, trying to get wherever they were going, in whatever busy corner of their lives that they were in at the moment

· They start to sing, and some people look annoyed – others seem to be a bit resigned, with a “Oh man, more freaks on the Metro” kind of expression – and others just try to pretend that nothing out of the ordinary is happening

· But as they keep singing, something starts to happen – people start to get interested when they realize that it’s good, that it’s unique – they get drawn into the music, into the spirit of what’s happening
· Some people start filming it themselves, on their phones and cameras – others start to sway, to dance, even to sing – a kind of life starts to spread through the subway car

· Not everyone is affected, though – some people turn away, keep their ear buds in, whatever – there are some who resist what is going on, and ultimately, they miss out

· How much is that like the song the Spirit of God sings in our world?

· He wants to bring life and health and peace and goodness – He wants to lead people back to God, to make them aware of Him, to work with them and through them to see everything made new

· And as people hear His song, they respond – in different ways, in different degrees

· Unfortunately, some resist, and they wind up hurting themselves and others as they continue in their harmful, wandering ways

· But for those who jump on board – for those who will start to sing the song too – God will transform them – they will be drawn into the joy and community of God Himself and they will be forever changed by that life

· We’re going to end today with a Q & A on this series, but here’s that video again, first – “Feel It”, from Naturally 7
Response: “Feel It” by Naturally 7 (reprise)
Q&A on the Holy Spirit, Trinity, etc.
7

