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What I Want To Be When I Grow Up: Standup 

Reconnect – January 11, 2009 
 

Text: John 17:9-19; Hebrews 12:2-3 

Key Thought:  Jesus didn’t die to make us better people – but with Him in the centre of our lives, we will be.  
 

My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they belong to you.  And all of 

them, since they are mine, belong to you; and you have given them back to me; so they are my glory!  Now I 

am departing the world; I am leaving them behind and coming to you.  Holy Father, keep them and care for 

them – all those you have given me – so that they will be united just as we are.  During my time here, I have 

kept them safe.  I guarded them so that not one was lost, except the one headed for destruction, as the 

Scriptures foretold.   And now I am coming to you.  I have told them many things while I was with them so 

they would be filled with my joy.  I have given them your word.  And the world hates them because they do 

not belong to the world, just as I do not.  I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep 

them safe from the evil one.  They are not part of this world any more than I am.  Make them pure and holy 

by teaching them your words of truth.  As you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world.  

And I give myself entirely to you so they also might be entirely yours. 

(John 17:9-19, NLT) 
 

Pre-Intro: Jack Bauer – Standup Guy 

 [play video clip of new 24 season starting tonight] 

 

Intro:  Responsibility   

“A man sooner or later discovers that he is the master-gardener of his soul, the director of his life”                      

– James Allen 

 No-one wants to take responsibility any more – someone else’s fault – my upbringing, my parents – I 

wasn’t trained or prepared – I have an addiction, I’m sick, I’m not well, I’m stressed – it’s society’s fault 

– we’re all victims – no-one wants to say “that was my fault” 

 Actually two senses of that phrase – there’s “take responsibility”, as in “assume control of the present” 

and then there’s “take responsibility” as in, “own the not-so-good outcome” – and  being human, we 

want the first one but not the second 

 I think we all see that at work, don’t we? 

 Bosses want to “assign responsibilities”, and then people are desperate to pass them down the line, 

like in a Dilbert cartoon, to where it becomes the responsibility of the intern 

 Thankfully, there is a world [imitate theatre trailer] where one man is different – that man is Jack 

Bauer 

 Why is “24” still so popular?  Yes, even I would like to date Jack Bauer – but beyond that, there is a 

sense that he is a stand-up guy 
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“Stand-up Guy”? 

 “Stand-up” guy or girl – what does that mean? 

 

Standup guy: responsible, solid, dependable, trustworthy, genuine, loyal, faithful/true, good friend, 

courageous, honest – good character - someone who will “stand up” and be counted – make their views 

known, stick with their beliefs and values, same in private as in public – no deception, no guile, no politics – 

what you see is what you get WYSIWYG 

 

Jesus The Stand-up Guy: 

 

My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they belong to you.  

And all of them, since they are mine, belong to you; and you have given them back to me; so 

they are my glory!  Now I am departing the world; I am leaving them behind and coming to 

you.  Holy Father, keep them and care for them – all those you have given me – so that they 

will be united just as we are.  During my time here, I have kept them safe.  I guarded them so 

that not one was lost, except the one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold.   And 

now I am coming to you.  I have told them many things while I was with them so they would 

be filled with my joy.  I have given them your word.  And the world hates them because they 

do not belong to the world, just as I do not.  I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, 

but to keep them safe from the evil one.  They are not part of this world any more than I am.  

Make them pure and holy by teaching them your words of truth.  As you sent me into the 

world, I am sending them into the world.  And I give myself entirely to you so they also might 

be entirely yours. 

(John 17:9-19, NLT) 

 

A Closer Look: 

 Part of Jesus’ final prayer for his closest friends/followers in which he’s discussing his responsibilities 

towards them, and handing them over to God 

 (go through the passage) 

 “As you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world.  And I give myself entirely to you so 

they also might be entirely yours” (key verse) 

 Jesus the Stand-up guy 
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Feeling The Weight Of Responsibility 

 Can be difficult sometimes – the demands your own life makes on you, the weight of your choices, and 

then your duty towards others as well – neighbours, family, friends, God 

 Mid-life crisis is a rejection of responsibility – because we start asking how are these responsibilities 

meaningful?  Are we making a difference?  Is this the life that we wanted? 

 And that’s where understanding and embracing your relationship with God – knowing your Father in 

heaven – can make all the difference 

 His love and choice of us gives us that purpose – He gives us hope, that He is in control of our lives, and 

that He is with us, entrusting responsibilities to us and giving us the strength and the courage and 

smarts to get them done 

 

Why Stand-up? 

 Somewhere along the line, this is what I decided I wanted to be – whether it was because I felt that 

someone else let me down along the way, or I wasn’t that popular many times, or whatever 

 But my best efforts so many times fall short 

 What difference does having God in your life make? 

 It’s not about trying to be better to please Him – that’s not why we talk about stuff like this on Sunday 

mornings – us trying to be better so God is pleased, is like one of your kids thinking that if they colour 

really well that you’ll love them more – or when they try to wash their face by themselves and it’s still 

covered in jam, and yet they’ve done it for you – they just can’t do it, and neither can we 

 

Key Thought:   

Jesus didn’t die to make us better people – but with Him in the centre of our lives, we will be. 
 

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider 

him who endured such opposition from sinful people, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 

(Hebrews 12:2-3, NIV)  
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Conclusion: Who Do You Want To Be?  What Are You Doing About It? 

 Things will likely not get much different – much easier – you won’t have bundles of money fall from the 

sky into your lap, or even get to sue Tim Horton’s for spilling your coffee into your lap – this is the life 

you have to work with, right now – this is the raw material 

 What will you do with it? 

 

“I never look at the masses as my responsibility; I look at the individual.  I can only love one 

person at a time – just one, one, one.  So you begin.  I began – I picked up one person.  Maybe 

if I didn’t pick up that one person, I wouldn’t have picked up forty-two thousand... The same 

thing goes for you, the same thing in your family, the same thing in your church, your 

community.  Just begin – one, one, one” – Mother Teresa 

 

 Who is the “one” that God is putting in front of you?  And how can we entrust ourselves to God – give 

ourselves entirely to Him – so that they can be entirely his, too? 

 Looking back, we can see the times we helped people, and the times we didn’t – the people we 

impacted, and the ones we ran away from, for a whole variety of reasons 

 

Response: “Walk On The Moon” – Great Big Sea 

 

 


