“Trading Spaces: The To-Do List
Reconnect – April 13, 2008
Text:  Romans 7:15 - 8:2
Key Thought: Moving Jesus into the centre of our life means a change of perspective: our conscience is fully awakened, and we are then free to choose to do good and to love.
15I don’t understand myself at all, for I really want to do what is right, but I don’t do it.  Instead, I do the very thing I hate.  16I know perfectly well that what I am doing is wrong, and my bad conscience shows that I agree that the law is good.  17But I can’t help myself, because it is sin inside me that makes me do these evil things.  18I know I am rotten through and through so far as my old sinful nature is concerned.  No matter which way I turn, I can’t make myself do right.  I want to, but I can’t.  19When I want to do good, I don’t.  And when I try not to do wrong, I do it anyway.  20But if I am doing what I don’t want to do, I am not really the one doing it; the sin within me is doing it.  21It seems to be a fact of life that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong.  22I love God’s law with all my heart.  23But there is another law at work within me that is at war with my mind.  This law wins the fight and makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me.  24Oh, what a miserable person I am!  Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin?  (Romans 7:15-24, NLT)
Series Intro: Trading Spaces – “Moving Jesus Into The Centre Of Your Life”
· Not that many years ago, the home reno show “Trading Spaces” was THE most popular show on cable

· The idea of the show, if you never saw it, was that two sets of neighbours would trade houses: they would choose a room in their neighbour’s home and then radically redesign and renovate it from top to bottom – all in just 48 hours – with the help of a professional designer and a carpenter, as well as a budget for everything from paint to furniture

· You had no control over what your neighbour was doing in your house or where they were doing it, or whether you would even LIKE it

· The show would end with “the reveal” – where each couple would be ushered into their own home to see the changes that had been made – and then the camera would zoom in for the close-up, to see if they loved it or hated it

· And of course, it was all the more hilarious when they hated it

· People would fantasize about going on the show themselves: who would they want their designer to be?  Which neighbours or friends would they ever do the show with?  Which room would they want done?  And what would they do with it?

· Over the past few months here at Reconnect you might have heard more than once about the idea of “moving Jesus into the centre of your life”
· And in fact, in the Bible, Paul the church-starter said this to one of his young churches: “I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in your hearts as you trust in him” (Paul, in Ephesians 3:17)
· So we thought, if we were going to encourage people to do it, that we should talk about what it might look like to move Jesus towards the centre of your life
· What would it look like?  What would it involve?  How does it happen?  And maybe most importantly, why would anyone want to do it?

· If you’ve ever asked questions like this, well, welcome to “Trading Spaces”, Reconnect-style
Intro:  Idol Gives Back
· American Idol – “Idol gives back” – the irony, the incongruence of the special – self-serving media wanting to help others – cool rockers in very uncool places

· The juxtaposition of “Shout to the Lord” and Ben Stiller dropping the F-bomb at Seacrest was perhaps the perfect illustration of it

· People want to do good – and they work hard to help others, in wonderful ways – and yet, we hurt each other too – and we want to be good people, but sometimes we do bad things

· How do we know about it one way or the other, and why do we care?

Conscience
· Conscience is about the best and the worst that humanity has to offer, and how we recognize it
· We all have it – universal agreement on the ends of the spectrum of good and evil
· It spans geography, history and culture – a generally shared understanding of right and wrong, good and evil that is somehow deep inside our hearts and minds

· Cultures differ on the details, but agree on the majors – and we see it in our own culture, too
· Horrific crimes – newspapers/media outrage

· Beautiful outcomes – Hollywood ending movies are incredibly popular, except at Oscar time

· Heroes – those who fight evil and bring the good – Canadian Forces recruitment commercials 

· But the closer it gets “to home”, the more it’s broken

· We can’t see some of our own flaws – hence the recovery movement – “the first step is admitting the problem”

· Or with others, we excuse in ourselves what we see in others: C.S. Lewis: (Mere Christianity) 

Everyone has heard people quarrelling.  Sometimes it sounds funny and sometimes it sounds merely unpleasant; but however it sounds, I believe we can learn something very important from listening to the kind of things they say.  They say things like this: ‘How’d you like it if anyone did the same to you?’ – ‘That’s my seat, I was there first’ – ‘Leave him alone, he isn’t doing you any harm’ – ‘Why should you shove in first?’ – ‘Give me a bit of your orange, I gave you a bit of mine’ – ‘Come on, you promised.’  People say things like that every day, educated people as well as uneducated, and children as well as grown-ups.  Now what interests me about all these remarks is that the man who makes them is not merely saying that the other man’s behaviour does not happen to please him.  He is appealing to some other standard of behaviour which he expects the other man to know about.  And the other man very rarely replies, ‘To hell with your standard.’  Nearly always he tries to make out that what he has been doing does not really go against the standard, or that if it does there is some special excuse.  He pretends there is some special reason in this particular case why the person who took the seat first should not keep it, or that things were quite different when he was given the bit of orange, or that something has turned up which lets him off keeping his promise.  It looks, in fact, very much as if both parties had in mind some Law or Rule of fair play or decent behaviour or morality or whatever you like to call it, about which they really agreed.  And they have...  But the most remarkable thing is this.  Whenever you find a man who says he does not believe in Right and Wrong, you will find the same man going back on this a moment later.  He may break his promise to you, but if you try breaking one to him he will be complaining ‘It’s not fair’ before you can say “Jack Robinson”.  It seems, then, we are forced to believe in a real Right and Wrong.  People may sometimes be mistaken about them, just as people sometimes get their sums wrong; but they are not a matter of mere taste and opinion any more than the multiplication table. (C.S. Lewis Mere Christianity 3-7)

· But most times, we see it in ourselves, too – we know we make mistakes, and we’re terrified that people we care about will start to point them out, especially if we want to have high standards

· Paul knew what that was about: he struggled, and he saw things that he didn’t like in his own life
· In fact, he’s so real about it that it’s made people uncomfortable ever since – that’s what was read before the break, his struggles
· But he doesn’t end it there – there’s more than just his struggle and unhappiness
Read Scripture: Romans 7:22-8:10
· 22I love God’s law with all my heart.  23But there is another law at work within me that is at war with my mind.  This law wins the fight and makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me.  24Oh, what a miserable person I am!  Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin?  25Thank God!  The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord.  So you see how it is:  In my mind I really want to obey God’s law, but because of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin.  8:1So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.  2For the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you through Christ Jesus from the power of sin that leads to death... (Romans 7:22-8:2, NLT)
A Closer Look:

· V22-24 - Paul is conflicted, pure and simple – He’s been working at being good his whole life, and yet as he’s experienced Jesus, he’s been realizing that he’s not as good as he thought he was
· His conscience attacks him and condemns him – he knows what’s right and wrong, but all he’s seeing lately is the wrong

· And yet he’s in love – he’s devoted to God – he’s realized that he doesn’t want his life without God in it
· Can you hear the passion mixed with frustration in his voice as he says “What a miserable person I am!  Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin?”

· V25 – he lets us off the hook by filling us in on the answer that he’s found – the one that has come into the centre of his life and set him free is Jesus – and then he summarizes it all for us again, just in case we want to move on too quickly from the desperation
· The closer you get to this transformation, the closer Jesus gets to the centre, the more anxious you feel – and in fact, you get to a point where everything seems wrong – where our wrongness is just so clear, set against the backdrop of a perfect God
· That can be incredibly discouraging – breaking – and it makes you desperate to be fixed, to be better 
· Have you ever been there?  Have you ever realized how messed up you were, and wondered how you’d go on?  And have you ever had someone come to the rescue?  
· V8:1-2 – but when Jesus comes into the mix, the rest of the pieces change – and suddenly, there is no more condemnation – which of course, starts in ourselves, right?

· There is no condemnation – no need to live with the weight of what we can’t fix – because Jesus died to carry that weight for us, to take it off our backs and onto Him instead
· When Christ comes into the centre, our conscience is animated – repaired – brought back to life – healed – on the road to transformation
· And it’s not just a “feel-better” solution – it’s a multidimensional transformation – it’s not just about inside you, or your feelings, but somehow, Paul goes on to say, it impacts your physical body, your whole nature, and even your experience of time and space – because God, who is greater than we are, on the level of you drawing a stick figure on a piece of paper – three dimensions to two – is infinitely greater than we are – we are the stick on the page, and he is in every room of the house at once, and we can’t even imagine what the house might look like
One Result: Conscience
· So there’s an impact of this that will actually last forever – the promise of heaven – and that has been what has attracted people to Christianity for the last 2000 years – it’s a settledness that brings the confidence to live life as an adventure with Jesus

· But there are also some other results, and some of those that make immediate impact are in our perspectives – in our conscience that has suddenly been fully brought to life

· Suddenly we have this clarity from God – we can “hear” him, pointing out things in our lives, because he’s with us (remember the companionship angle from last week?) and it seems like even the colours are brighter – the good is better, and the bad is suddenly worse

· Our conscience is brought to life

· Ever wonder about that word conscience?  It comes from the root of “conscious” – of being aware – of everything

· When you’re conscious, you are aware – your senses are in play with your mind, you are interacting and engaging what is going on – it’s the opposite of UN-conscious – of being knocked out, or being asleep

· The word conscience comes from this understanding of awareness, but centralized in our awareness of right and wrong – we are conscious – or aware of – ourselves, our actions, our rightness or our wrongness, and the rightness or wrongness of what is going on around us

· We talk about someone being “conscientious” – of “demonstrating a conscience in the way that they have treated us or others so well”

· So what does a fully awakened conscience look like?
· Run away from the bad
· One of the unique things about Christianity as a faith is that there are actually very few rules – few universals

· In his letters, Paul would paint them in broad strokes as the things that everyone could agree on – don’t kill, don’t cheat, don’t hate
· But what’s so remarkable is that for the rest – and there’s a LOT – he leaves it up to... conscience – he trusts that God will make it clear to each one, individually, through their relationship with God, through their relationship with others, what needs to be avoided

· And the closer that God gets to the centre of your life, the more you start to be aware of what just isn’t quite right – which can make for some really funny situations, as you try to do things right that no-one else cares about – “is this your quarter?  Because it’s not mine”
· We’re sometimes afraid of conscience-driven Jesus following – so we set up lots of rules for ourselves – because rules are nice and clear – and then we expect others around us to follow all our rules too – rules about everything from drinking to movies to how we dress
· But God wants to speak to us in our conscience, and tell us it just matters that we love – and that we make our decisions on all of those out of love for God and people, and that when we disagree, that we love as we do it

· That’s why following Jesus looks so different this morning, all over the world – in fact, what we do would be almost unrecognizable to some others – Chinese meeting in underground house churches, under threat of arrest – Africans praising God in swells of incredible music and sound and passion – Quakers sitting in silence, waiting for God to drop an idea in someone’s heart to share
· Work on the weaknesses
· It doesn’t mean that you’re going to be perfect – but it will mean that you’ll have an idea of what to work on – the areas that I fall short of are different than yours – we all have our own junk that takes time to work on and work through – but God promises to be there for us, to help
· Love the good
· This is where conscience talk starts to get exciting for me, because i never thought of it in these terms before – that conscience can also be about recognizing what is GOOD – and of wanting more of it – of justice for oppressed people on the other side of the world, of help for the working single mom who’s stressed to the breaking point, of the homeless person that we pass on the street and what to do?
· Learn to give your life to people 
· Jesus told us that His law was love – to love God and everyone else – and conscience, as it grows with God and in us, will push us to share our lives with people – and that is the most exciting picture of all

Hearing God Clearly: John Wesley
· Best of all, we can learn to hear the voice of God in our lives – not “Moses-style” (show a picture of Charlton Heston), but in our thoughts and our hearts – the urgings that we have stop being from ourselves, and start being about Him – because He is with us
· What will you be able to do when you hear his voice clearly?  There are no limits...
· Like the pastor’s kid – he grew up in a good home, he wanted to be a good person, he tried his best

· He went to Bible College, even became a missionary overseas – but in the middle of all of this – his study, his efforts to do good, his efforts to BE good – he didn’t feel “it” – in fact, everything he did made him more and more miserable

· He felt SO miserable, in fact, that he was even making himself physically sick

· So he’s 35 years old – he’s been fighting this losing battle his whole life – with trying to do the right thing, and only ever being convinced he was doing the wrong thing, and wondering what was wrong with him that everyone around him seemed to have something with God and he didn’t

· So a friend drags him out of his house one day to go to a house meeting – some Christians are getting together to study a book written about Paul’s letter to Rome – the same one we’ve looked at this morning – here it is, in his own words, from his journal:

In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate-street, where one was reading Luther's preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.
· Suddenly it was all REAL – he wasn’t faking it anymore, he wasn’t just going through the motions, and best of all, he wasn’t miserable anymore – and the change would show

· He would go on to found an organization, using his talents and his hard work, led by God, that would see millions of people changed for Christ in North America and Europe – a movement that would change the world, and is still affecting people today

· His name was John Wesley – the movement’s name was Methodism
· Is it time for you to embrace his change?  To move him into the centre of your life?
· Response: Unashamed (Starfield)
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