Why?
Reconnect Easter – March 23, 2008
Text: John 12:20-46 
Key Thought: On our own we are far from God, but Jesus died so that the life of God can be spread to us, if we will embrace Him and put Him at the centre of our lives.

20Some Greeks who had come to Jerusalem to attend the Passover 21paid a visit to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee.  They said, ”Sir, we want to meet Jesus.”  22Philip told Andrew about it, and they went together to ask Jesus.  23Jesus replied, “The time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory.  24The truth is, a kernel of wheat must be planted in the soil.  Unless it dies it will be alone – a single seed.  But its death will produce many new kernels – a plentiful harvest of new lives.  25Those who love their life in this world will lose it.  Those who despise their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  26All those who want to be my disciples must come and follow me, because my servants must be where I am.  And if they follow me, the Father will honour them.  27Now my soul is deeply troubled.  Should I pray, ‘Father, save me from what lies ahead’?  But that is the very reason why I came!”...  44Jesus shouted to the crowds, “If you trust me, you are really trusting God who sent me.  45For when you see me, you are seeing the one who sent me.  46I have come as a light to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will no longer remain in the darkness.”  (John 12:20-46, NLT)

Morning Intro: Easter Sunday
· Today we celebrate, along with a billion other Christians around the world, the life, death and resurrection of Jesus the Son of God – Happy Easter!
· And this morning as we do that, our theme is “Why?” – why did Easter have to happen?  Why did Jesus have to die and come back from the dead?  And what does it have to do with you and I?

· As usual, we’re going to try to come at this from a few different angles, using some different elements to make you think and feel and maybe even question

· And if you do have any questions or comments or suggestions at the end of our time together this morning, let me encourage you either to approach someone with a name tag once things finish, or to make use of the comment card that was on your seat as you came in – just fill it out and put it in the recycling box at the back and we’ll contact you about it, if you’d like
· With that, let’s roll this morning’s clip...
Intro: Overkill?
· I want to start off with a little brain teaser today: a series of pictures is going to be onscreen in a moment, and I’d like to know what they all have in common: 

· [show slideshow – “Overkill”] 
· Yes, you’re right – they’re all examples of “overkill”
· According to dictionary.com, it’s “an excess of what is required or suitable, as because of zeal or misjudgement” 

· For most of us, those were probably pretty clear examples
· But the funny thing about overkill is, that if you’re involved in it – if it’s “your thing” – then it doesn’t seem to you to be overkill at all – just doing what is necessary – like the guy banging away on the plywood to build the sign that says “Quiet – baby sleeping”

· I think that can sometimes be the case with Easter

· Many or most Canadians would be able to say that Easter is a religious holiday that marks the death and resurrection of Jesus – that’s just what it is

· But based on popular views of Jesus, to many people, Easter – the death and resurrection of Jesus – starts to look like overkill

· Why would anyone want to execute an incredible moral teacher?  Someone who helped people?  Fed the poor?  Or even healed them?  Why kill a good man?  A really NICE man?
· And that’s just from the human perspective – if you bring in the idea that somehow, Jesus’ death was a part of some larger plan of God, then isn’t it even MORE overkill?

· Why does he have to die?  And if he has to die, why in such a horrible way?  Wouldn’t it have been enough to record his teachings, let him influence as many people as possible for good during his life, and then let them carry on his ways and values?

· Isn’t that supposed to be the idea of Christianity, anyway?  That we follow someone who was a wonderful person, who had a great love for God, and if we imitate him in our own lives and work really hard at it then God will be pleased with us and take us to heaven?

· There’s no need for pain and suffering and dying and unpleasantness... is there?
Why, indeed?
· It would be certainly nice to think so – except that what I just outlined is more “Briantology” than Christianity

· And while many people can explain the “what” of Easter, that number shrinks fast when it comes to the “why” – because they’re good questions

· Throughout history, Christians haven’t even been able to agree on “why” Easter had to happen, which has led to some pretty big fights and even some wars, come to think of it, not to mention me having to stay up all night once during exams at Bible College to memorize all of them
· There are a bunch of theories that have been put forward by the best and the brightest minds over the last 2000 years as to how Jesus saved humanity through his death, but they generally fall into one of three categories or metaphors:

>>>Jesus Sets Us Free From The Devil
· People are in slavery to evil and therefore, to the devil, because of our rejection of God

· Jesus comes and sets us free, either by trading His perfect life for our very imperfect lives, or by battling and defeating Satan and setting us free as a result

>>>Jesus Makes Us Right With God
· God has always been nothing but good to people, but we have rejected Him at every opportunity to go our own way and hurt Him and each other
· As a result, we have wronged Him and angered Him, and because of the nature of the universe, we have put ourselves under His curse and therefore, we are under a sentence of death

· The only way for us to be acceptable to Him once more, for us to NOT get what we deserve, is for someone to step in on our behalf and take our punishment – otherwise, we cannot be with Him, because He is holy, and we are anything but
· Someone must pay the price – and in this set of theories, it is Jesus who pays our price by dying in our place for all of the evil we have done against God and each other

>>>Jesus Gives Us The Perfect Example

· God sends Jesus to demonstrate His great love for us, and for Him to die is the greatest possible illustration of that love
· When we as humans see and understand that love, we respond to God and He transforms us by His great power

So Which One Is The RIGHT One?
· If you’re anything like me, after seeing all of that, you’re wondering, “So which one is the RIGHT one?”
· After all, there HAS to be a right one, right?
· Except... each of these finds its basis in different sections of the Bible – and therefore it all becomes a matter of emphasis – which way of looking at this did God mean to be MORE important?
· Which, come to think of it, has led to lots of historical overkill...!
Jesus on “Why?”
· So this morning, let’s do something that’s always a good idea – let’s see what Jesus had to say about it
· This section, already read this morning, is from the biography of Jesus that was done by John – his closest friend, and the biography of Jesus that is known for going deeper – it’s as much explanation as description of things that Jesus did
· John always wants to show the “why”, not just the “what” or the “how”:
· [read the story frame by frame and explain as I go]
A Closer Look: 
· Context – it’s the last week of Jesus’ life – this takes place on the Monday or Tuesday just before Good Friday, and they’re in Jerusalem, the capital, the seat of power and influence, and the city is buzzing with excitement at Jesus and what He might do next
· vv20-22 – 20Some Greeks who had come to Jerusalem to attend the Passover 21paid a visit to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee.  They said, ”Sir, we want to meet Jesus.”  22Philip told Andrew about it, and they went together to ask Jesus.  
· We don’t hear if Jesus ever actually met with these people who wanted an audience with Jesus – but the point of John including this story is to show that things are getting bigger – Jesus isn’t just for his own people, but for the whole world – however, as things stand, He can’t do that the way that He’s been doing it – walking from town to town, traveling, speaking, and so on – and save the world – more drastic action is needed
· v23 – 23Jesus replied, “The time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory.  
· “Son of Man” – that’s Jesus referring to himself – it’s an ancient title for God’s chosen one, as a representative of humanity
· “his glory” – it’s time for Jesus to take things to a whole new level – and that is, to the cross – it will be his greatest moment, his ultimate sacrifice and gift to the world – it’s what he will ultimately most be remembered for
· v24 – 24The truth is, a kernel of wheat must be planted in the soil.  Unless it dies it will be alone – a single seed.  But its death will produce many new kernels – a plentiful harvest of new lives.  
· “seeds and wheat” – Jesus is in a rural society – they get this – seed that is never planted is useless – it might look great, but it’s worthless – you don’t waste your seed, you don’t eat your seed – you plant it, because it’s only in planting it that it can do what it was meant to do
· Jesus, in dying for the world, is going to spread his life to everyone who will accept it, all over the world, for all time – the nature of everything is about to change
· v25 – 25Those who love their life in this world will lose it.  Those who despise their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  26All those who want to be my disciples must come and follow me, because my servants must be where I am.  And if they follow me, the Father will honour them.  
· “lose” actually literally means, “destroy” – if you’re loving your life now, the life that our world offers and admires – money, power, sex, fame, more – then you’re actually hurting yourself and your future, from Jesus’ perspective, because he is turning everything upside down
· “despise” – meaning, “love less”, or to give it second place – if you refuse to play by the rules everyone else is so into, you are actually being healthier with regards to your future
· v27 – 27Now my soul is deeply troubled.  Should I pray, ‘Father, save me from what lies ahead’?  But that is the very reason why I came!”...  
· “why I came” – Jesus is feeling the weight of the moment, because what He is facing is going to be horrible – not just physical suffering, pain and death, but emotional/psychological suffering as well, because he is going to be taking all the evil and horror of the world on Himself – that is the weight that He, the perfect person, is going to bear
· In the natural, one person dying for others is incredibly noble – it stirs our imaginations
· When the person giving their life has made mistakes, it becomes an act of atonement, of redemption – like Charlie, in the LOST clip that we saw, dying for his community, so that those on the island can be saved
· But for Jesus, the perfect God-person, it’s more than just an act of redemption – it is something that rocks the entire universe, that offers the life of God to everyone who will have it
· So why did Jesus have to die?  Which of the three theories was it all about?  I think that the answer is all of them at once, just like the blind men and the elephant – each of them describes a different element of the same incredible, mysterious act
· If we could actually explain it all, it wouldn’t be enough to save us – it wouldn’t be enough to save the world – but it is, because it is higher and greater than we are
· But perhaps we’re asking the wrong question: it’s not about HOW it worked, or WHY it was needed, but why God would ever CARE enough to do it?  Why would we matter so much to Him that He would make that kind of sacrifice for us?
· And that’s where we need to read a little bit further in the section...
· v44-45 – 44Jesus shouted to the crowds, “If you trust me, you are really trusting God who sent me.  45For when you see me, you are seeing the one who sent me.  
· “when you see me, you are seeing the one who sent me” – if you want to know what God is like, look at Jesus – study His life as recorded in the Bible – see how He loved people, especially ones who were messed up but tried to do the right thing, the ones who were on the margins, the ones who wanted God in their life but weren’t sure how to reach Him – see how He serves people, see how He gives to people, see what He does for people – that’s the nature of God – not against you, but for you, and loving you, and wanting you near Him
· v46 – 46I have come as a light to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will no longer remain in the darkness.”  (John 12:20-46, NLT)
· “all who put their trust in me will no longer remain in the darkness”
· C.S. Lewis, in his book Mere Christianity, explains the change that God wants to make in each of us through the death and coming back to life of His Son:

“Man not only lives, but loves and reasons: biological life reaches its highest known level in him.  But what man, in his natural condition, has not got, is Spiritual life – the higher and different sort of life that exists in God.  We use the same word life for both...  In reality, the difference between Biological life and Spiritual life is so important that I am going to give them two distinct names.  The Biological sort which comes to us through Nature, and which (like everything else in Nature) is always tending to run down and decay so that it can only be kept by incessant subsidies from Nature in the form of air, water, food, etc., is Bios.  The Spiritual life which is in God from all eternity, and which made the whole natural universe, is Zoe.  
Bios has, to be sure, a certain shadowy or symbolic resemblance to Zoe: but only the sort of resemblance there is between a photo and a place, or a statue and a man.  A man who changed from having Bios to having Zoe would have gone through as big a change as a statue which changed from being a carved stone to being a real man.  And that is precisely what Christianity is about.  This world is a great sculptor’s shop.  We are the statues and there is a rumour going round the shop that some of us are some day going to come to life.”  (159)

Key Thought: On our own we are far from God, but Jesus died so that the life of God can be spread to us, if we will embrace Him and put Him at the centre of our lives.

Conclusion: Earth Hour
· Other than the $50 snow removal tax, the other thing that Mayor Larry O’Brien has been talking about this week is Earth Hour, happening this Saturday night March 29th between 8-9pm 
· It’s something that began last year in Sydney, Australia as an event designed to raise awareness as to how people could work together to take action on climate change
· The idea was to get as many people and businesses as possible to turn out their lights for one hour

· There would be some savings of energy during that time, at least in terms of consumption, but more importantly is the lesson, that many people, doing small things together can make a great difference with regards to our planet

· We were at friends’ last night, and we switched our lights off for most of the hour just to practise
· After we got home, I was thinking some more about it – our world is so dependent on electricity
· In fact, we call it “power” – and without it, all of our technological advances are worthless
· Remember the Y2K preparations?  The key part of everything was that the power supply not be disrupted – because WITH power, you can fix almost anything, but without it, you are really done

· So many of my kids’ toys run on batteries, and while the batteries last, there is all kinds of fun – but when the batteries die, the fun is done

· It makes me think of our lives, and it’s along the lines of the Lewis quote: while we are always “alive”, at times we feel a deeper current of life running through us – in the eyes of our children, in a beautiful sunset, at a wedding, in a triumph, and even in a tragedy – in love, in joy, in fulfillment

· We don’t feel it during our busyness, during our everyday lives – it floats on the edges, dancing away when we try to manufacture it, but coming when we least expect it and overwhelming us

· Like children riding in the back seat of a car, in those moments we see glimpses of a world that is like ours, but somehow very different – higher than ours, better than ours – and then they’re gone again
· It’s even easy to think that this is all there is to life – to work hard, to be a good person, to try your best, to love your spouse and your kids and do the best you can, and to hope that at the end of everything that God is pleased and that He will accept us

· But the truth is, that it doesn’t work that way – it is so much better than that

· Instead of having to be uncertain, instead of having to live the drabness repetition of life in between the moments of really living, we are able to be continually connected to this life, this power

· It’s God’s life – it’s God’s power – and He wants us to share in the life that He has – that’s why Jesus came to earth, that’s why He died for you and I, that’s why He came back to life to demonstrate what is possible with God and what is God’s intent and desire for all of us 
· But the choice lies with us

· God has done all of this, made this incredible sacrifice for us, gone to these great lengths, set everything up – and yet the whole thing sits in mothballs, in storage, just waiting for you and I
· We must choose to reconnect – we must choose to flip the switch – we must choose to respond to the initial contact
· What’s getting in the way for you today?  Maybe you’re holding a grudge against God – because of the pain you’ve been through in your life, or a horrible thing that has happened to you
· Maybe you’ve never ever really considered the reality of God before – that He could be real, that He could matter, that He could care
· Maybe you have history with God, and for some reason, you walked away, and you’re not sure if He would take you back
· Or maybe, if we can be real with each other, you’re pretty sure that there will be changes to your life that will happen with God in the centre of it, and you’re not sure you would like all of it
· Wherever you’re at, know this: you don’t have to make changes BEFORE connecting with God – but to truly reconnect with Him, you DO have to put Him in the centre, and that means that other things will get moved to the side
· What could your life be like, connected to that current?  What kind of adventure would it be?  It is just a prayer, just a decision away, to begin living your life with Him and His life in the centre, to see what will come

· Because He DID certainly die, and He DID certainly come back from the dead, and He IS certainly alive today, and reaching out to you and I right now 
Response: Finger Eleven – One Thing
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